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A SIX Fl 


LET TRY 


TO THE 


People of England. 


PART IK 


HERE is nothing more firmly impreſſed 

by Providence on the Conduct of the 

World, amidft the various Tranſactions of | 

Mankind, than that all States ſhall flouriſh and be | 
happy, in proportion as they purſue the Dictates of ; 
Wiſdom, and obſerve the Laws of Integrity; and 
that from theſe alone their genuine and perma- 
nent Intereſts, have originally been derived, and 
ultimately continued and ſuſtained. 

Tuais Truth, the Principles on which alt Govern- 
ments can be advantageouſly eſtabliſhed, will eter- 
nally ſupport. 

Tuis Truth the Hiſtories of all Ages uniformly 
and irrefragably demonſtrate. 

5 Tarts Truth, the preſent Calamitous Situation ß 
h this ruined Country, too fatally evinces. | 
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Evrry Nation has a certain Portion of Power, 
which conſiſts in the Number, Underſtanding, Un- 
animity, Application and Virtue of its Inhabitants 


together with the Revenues which they can produce, 


without diminiſhing their original Stock of Treaſure, 
and oppreſſing the Means by which it is obtained 
and preſerved. 

OveR theſe, every Sovereign Power has an Au- 
thority, for the Good of itſelf and the Community. 

Every Nation has a diſtinct Intereſt, which 
ſprings from its peculiar Situation, Occupations of 
the People in Trades, Manufactures, and Agri- 
culture, and from the Commerce which it benefici- 
ally carries on. 

IT is therefore the Duty of the Sovereign Power, 
to derive” every honourable Advantage from the 
Former, to ſuſtain and encourage the Latter. 

For the ſame Reaſon that every People has pe- 
culiar Intereſts, reſulting from the above Circum- 
ftances, there will be ſome one or more Nations, 
which from their Situations, Produce, or Purſuits, 
will be more immediately the Rivals of one another. 

IT is therefore the indiſpenſible Duty of the ſu- 


preme Superintendency, by every laudable Endea- 


vour, to prevent the growing Power of their Rivals. 

To perfect this Deſign, whenever a Nation has 
not ſufficient Strength or Abilities, to preſerve an 
Aſcendant over its Rivals, it becomes expedient, 
that Alliances ſhould be formed to obtain that ſalu- 
tary End. 

For this Reaſon, Sovereigns have a right to enter 
into Treaties with other States, for the ſake of nati- 
onal Advantage : In like manner, no State ought to 
be conſidered as a Rival to another, but in the par- 

ticular Circumſtances, by which the Latter may be 
injured by it in its Welfare. 

No can any State be entitled to the Alliance and 
Aſſiſtance of another, unleſs the Advantage be re- 
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ciprocal ; much leſs can it lay claim to be ſupport- 
ed, when the Succeſs or Ruin of that State, muſt a- 
like debilitate or undo that by which it is ſuſtainkd. 

Interfering i in ſuch Conjunctures is not to be juſtified 
in Sovereigns, whoſe Authority originally ariſes from 
the good, which it 1s their Duty to obtain for their 
Subjects. That the true Equipoiſe and full Exer- 
tion of all theſe Powers and Duties are attended with 
extreme Difficulty, is in no Senſe to be conteſted ; 
it is an arduous Taſk perfectly to preſerve, by the 
Influence of Religion and Laws, a commercial State, 
actuated by the prevailing Motive of the Love of 
Money, from deviating i into illiberal Actions, Deceit 
and Diſhonour ; it is not leſs difficult to preſerve the 
different Branches of Trade from claſhing in their 


| Motions; and the Perſons engaged in them from 


perſiſting in unjuſtifiable Deſigns, according to that 
Propenſity which is too natural to Money-loving 
Men, of procuring Advantages to themſelves, though 
attended with Injury to their fellow Subjects. It is 
not a Taſk eaſily accompliſhed, to ſuppreſs the 

Parts of Commerce which are lucrative to the Indivi- 
duals engaged in them, and detrimental to the whole 
Community. It is not an Undertaking of little Dif- 
ficulty, to reſtrain Mankind from infringing the Pub- 
lie good, ariſing from national Situation, by preferring 
the Intereſt of a Rival State, when it coincides with 
their own. It is as little to be expected, unleſs it be 
in Lord Bolingbroke's Viſion of a Patriot King, to find 


a Sovereign or .Miniſter who can diſcern all theſe Cir- 


cumſtances fo perplexed, and even more difficult to 
diſcover either of them, who can be totally reſtrained _ 


from carrying their Ambition, Averſion for other 


States, Attachments to more favourite Subjects, pri- 


vate Views, or ſome ſiniſter Paſſion into Execution, 


however pernicious to the People, they rule and ſu- 

perintend. It requires alſo a Degree of Underſtand- 

ing, which God has not bequeathed to every 3 
is 


(SF 
his anointed or his Miniſters, perſpicuouſly to diſ- 


cern the true Intereſt of the State, in all the Allian- 


ces which may be entered into with other Nati- 
ons. 5 

TEE full Effect of national Advantage, conſidered 
in its ultimate Perfection, is not to be expected from 


human Powers; notwithſtanding which, by much 


the greateſt Part of thoſe Evils, which ſubvert a 
State, 1s eaſily prevented, by returning to the firſt 
Cauſes of its Proſperity : This every Government 
has the right and means of accompliſhing, and there- 
fore it never can be neglected, but through Inſuffici- 
ency of Judgment, Inattention to Public Duty, or 
ſome more criminal Deſign. : 5 
Tu Ar England has been remiſs in all theſe Duties, 
miſapplied her Native and acquired Powers, and 
ſunk within the laſt fifty Years into Sloth, Puſillani- 
mity and Diſhonour, more precipitately than the 
other Nations of Europe, is alas! too fatally verified, 
by the late Conduct of Aﬀairs. That thoſe flagitious 
Effects have not ſo enormouſly prevailed from en- 
creaſing Luxury 1s certain, becauſe in France it has 
been carried to a much greater Exceſs than in this 


Kingdom, where ſuch pernicious Conſequences have 


not followed; ſome other Cauſe muſt then be 


ſearched after, which has operated to beget this de- 
generate and ruinous State of Things in this Country 


more effectually than in all others. In Order then 
to trace the Origin from whence theſe Misfortunes 
have ſprung, and aſkgn ſome probable Means by 
which your abſolute Perdition, if you yet dare to ex- 
ert yourſelves in the Preſervation of your Rights and 
Privileges, may be prevented ; it is neceſſary that I 
diſtinguiſh the natural Advantages peculiar to this 
Hland, the better to explain the Ways by which ſuch 
enormous Inroad and Havock have been made on 
your Commerce, Treaſure, Liberties and Virtues ; 
how the Conſtitution has been almoſt ſubyerted, and 
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your God neglected ; in fine, by what Methods 


you are become a contemn'd and abject People. 


BRITAIN, ſurrounded by the Sea, is ſecured from 
Attack in the Manner by which other Nations are 
to be invaded, and to which Nature has denied that 
peculiar Bleſſing; no Armies can march directly to 
its Deſtruction ; the Winds and Waves, the Ele- 
ments conſpire to form one Part of the Barrier which 
defends this Iſland ; it contains Inhabitants nume- 
rous enough to ſupport itſelf and its Territories 
againſt the united Efforts of the World; it poſſeſſes 


Riches ſufficient without Incumbrance, when honeſt- 


ly levied and honourably applied, to ſuſtain its Fleets 
and Armies, and to ſupply all Things neceſſary to 
uphold its Commerce, and preſerve its Felicity and 
Glory: In conſequence of theſe particular Diſtincti- 
ons, the Intereſt of no Nation in Europe is fo diſ- 


tinctly to be known, nor to be purſued with equal 


Facility and Succeſs. | 

Ir enjoys thoſe peculiar Advantages which Aena- 
phou has remarked were wanting to render Athens 
impregnable; Athens, ſays that conſummate Judge 
and true Patriot, poſſeſſes the Empire of the Seas; 
yet ſuch is the Situation of that City, by being 
connected with the Continent, whilſt ſhe extends 
her Naval Expeditions to diſtant States, her Ene- 
< mies ravage and lay waſte her Territories by Land 
« Incurſions ; whereas did the Athenians, inhabit an 
© Iſland, and with that poſſeſs the Dominion of the 
Seas, they would then unite the Power of invad- 
ing other Realms, and preſerving themſelves from 
© hoſtile Inroad. 

Tusk Advantages denied to the Athenians, Hea- 
ven has given to you, together with the Power of 
preſerving them; by what Arts they have been ren- 
dered ineffectual, by what malignant Power they 
have been blaſted, and you humbled to the preſent 
deplorable Condition in which you are, let me with- 

re out 
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out Diſguiſe fairly lay before you. To effectuate 
this as it ought to be, I muſt recur to thoſe Times 
when JaMEs the ſecond was exil'd from theſe Realms; 
it will be neceſſary alſo to remind you, what were 
the honourable Diſpoſitionsof Engliſhmen, the happy 
State and Condition of your Commerce and Taxes 
at that Hour. 

Ar that time, the Love of Liberty and their Con- 
ſtitution, truly animated the Natives of England to 
oppoſe the Uſurpation of unlawful Power in the _ 
Sovereign and his Miniſters; then it was, the Zeal 
for the eſtabliſhed Faith, inſpired our Biſhops to re- 
ſiſt every Attempt upon your Religion! then it 
was you were a brave and honourable People! then 
it was that two Millions ſupplied the Annual Ex- 
pence in time of War, which is now riſen to twelve 
then it was you paid only Four Shillings Taxes in 

every Twenty which you ſpent, which are now ri- 
ſen to Fourteen! then it was your Manufacturers 
and Huſbandmen laboured for themſelves and their 
Country only, which are now doom'd to toil Four- 
teen Hours out of every Twenty, for: inſatiate Ger- 
mans ! then it was you reapt the Fruits of your own 
Induſtry and Commerce unmoleſted, in the Enjoy- 
ments of them by H——- Harpies ! then it was 
your Revenues and Selves were unmortgaged, and 
Laws eſtabliſhed, which in Fact made you a free 
People! ſuch was your bliſsful State when James 
was driven hence, and William and Mary mounted 
the Throne of their Father, and of thoſe. Realms; 
a Situation which no other State in Europe could 
poſſeſs, becauſe not bleſſed with ſuch natural Ad- 
vantages. 

Bv "what fatal Influenie have all thoſe happy Cir- 
cumſtances proved abortive of the expected Bleſ- 
ſings? From what Cauſe have the Sands of this 
Conſtitution run with accelerated Motion down to 
its Deſtruction ? ops is the Reparation of your In- 

juries 
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juries become now more neceſſary than at that Mo- 
ment when the Glaſs was laſt turned? Wherefore 
has the Conſtitutien of this Realm, which by more 
than Sy/iphean Labour was then rolled to the Summit 
of national Felicity by your Fathers, returned with 
ſuch Impetuoſity and Weight, and cruſh'd you their 
Progeny? ; NM 

ALas! with all the Advantages of thoſe Circum- 


ſtances, which your Fathers then poſſeſſed, with 


all the Bleſſings which were expected from the 
Revolution; there was blended one particular Miſ- 
chief, which like a Particle of ſome contagious 


Diſeaſe, infected the Conſtitution, and which by 
inſenſible Degrees has ſo fatally prevailed, that there 
remains but the Exertion of the moſt ſudden and 


vigorous Means, to prevent it from becoming to- 
tally irrecoverable. _ ON 

WIr the Seeds of Liberty there were then ſown 
the Tares of Deſtruction, which have ſince ſprang 


up, and choaked the Harveſt of your Expectations ; 


in fact, William brought with him a Love for the 


Dutch, whom he quitted, ſuperior to that for the 


Engliſh to whom he came; he ungratefully neg- 
lected the Intereſt of that People, who had pre- 


| ſented him with Three Kingdoms, in preference 
of Dutch Bogs and Marſhes; and the pernicious 


Councils of the Stadtholder, directed the Deſigns 
of the King of England; from that Fountain, the 
Stream of your Misfortunes has begun, from thence 
it has augmented in its Courſe, and continually 


flowed with ſtill more troubled Waters; it was he 


that attached-you to the Evils of the Continent, and 
firſt deprived you of the Bleſſings which God has 


given you; to this Cauſe it will be proved, that 


your preſent Calamities and the preſent Grandeur 


of France, are wholly to be attributed. 


No were the happy Circumſtances of this Land, 


the only Bleſſing which attended it at the coming 


ef William to the Throne; the Monarch of the 
| | B French, 
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French, your natural Rivals, was then engaged and 


133 occupied in Purſuits the moſt favourable to the 


Welfare of England; which had they not been in- 
terrupted by the predilection of that Duteb King 
of England, in Favour of the United Provinces, 
would in all human probability have terminated in 
the Ruin of France, with Reſpect to the only Point 
in which you ought to oppoſe her, Commerce, and 
placed you in the Situation to which you ought only 
to aſpire, Empreſs of the Ocean. 
Ar the time of William's coming to the Crown, 
Iwwis the XIV. intoxicated with Tuſcious Draughts 
of Glory and Conqueſt, had ſpread the ſame Pr 
penſity and Paſſions thro' the whole of the Frenc 
Nation ; univerſal Empire was the darling Obje 
of his Wiſhes, Arms the ſole Occupation in Ho- 
nour and Eſteem, and Commerce, deemed a mecha- 
nic and baſe Employment, had ſcarce obtained any 
Degree of national Confideration among them. 
Now it was that England ſhould have indulged 
this Propenſity, by not oppoſing the Arms of France; 
but we had then exiled an Engliſh and received a 
Dutch King: Men of Honour, true Patriotiſm, and 
found Policy, would have ſeized this Happy Op- 
portunity to render France leſs formidable, by fa- 
vouring her Deſigns, and not like Beaſts of the 
Foreſt, thought of humbling her by Dint of Horns, 
Fangs, Teeth and brute Force only; this was the 
Duty of an Eugliſo Monarch, but the Title of 
Stadtholder being united in the ſame Perſon, and 
Dutch Love prevailing over the King of England 
and Engliſh Welfare, a War was undertaken by 
England againſt France, with a View to preferve 
the United Provinces, and defend the Houle of Au- 
Aria from the Arms of the grand Monarch. Ha- 
ving thus declared that this was a Dutch Meaſure 
and deſtructive to Zngland's Proſperity, permit me. 
to aſſign my Inducements to ſuch Declaration; _ 
ic 
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which, if the Reaſons which were then offer'd as 
| Motives to that War are proved to be entirely Ground- 
leſs, and Conſequences entirely propitious to Eng- 
land, would have flow'd from her being inactive in 
that War, certainly you will no longer heſitate one 
Moment, to conclude that Milliam laid the firſt Foun- 
dation of your Ruin, and thence derived the Epithet 
of Immortal; for alas! the Advantages which accom- 
panied his being crowned, are they not long ſince va- 
niſhed? Tho' the End of thoſe Evils which he entailed 
upon you, the molt penetrating Eye can not perceive. 

Trex Motives given to the World for this Con- 
federacy with the Emperor and the United Pro- 
vinces, were the ſupporting the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
the Liberties of Germany, and preſerving the Bal- 
lance of Power in Europe, Names of ſeductive In- 
fluence on a thoughtleſs unenquiring Multitude, at 
that time apt to create a Reverence in their Minds, 
an ardent Zeal and Alacrity towards ſupporting 
thoſe who were imagined to be oppreſſed in ſuch 
important Articles, as Liberty and Religion ; for 
what is there amongſt Mankind which deſerves to be 
conſidered more ſacred, than the beſtowing Liberty 
amongſt your fellow Creatures; the greateſt. Bleſ- 
ſing of this World, and preſerving their Religion, 
which is to obtain even greater, the Bleſlings of im- 
mortal Happineſs ; what more natural to uncorrupt- 
ed human Kind, than to be ſeduced by them, to 
oppoſe the Deſigns of their Rivals, by a counter 
Ballance of Power, whoſe Conceptions go no far- 
ther than that of Force and military Oppoſition. 

IT was no wonder then that the Fallacy of thoſe 
Motives remained undiſcovered by the Herd of hu- 
man Nature, cheriſhed as they were alſo by the 
Sectaries of England, the invariable Foes of your 
Conſtitution ; but it is impoſſible that Milliam and 
his Miniſters did not intimately know, that thoſe 
reſpected Names had no Truth belonging to them 
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at that Conjuncture; they knew they were no more 
than falſe Lights hung out by their Iniquities, like 
thoſe on Sea Coaſts, to draw the unſuſpecting Ma- 


riner to be deceived and Shipwrecked. 
| Ir William conſidered thoſe as the real Mo- 


tives to the War, muſt he not have been the dull- 


eſt of all Engliſh Kings who had reien d till that 
time? If his Miniſters conceived them in that 
Light, muſt not thoſe have been the moſt ſtupid 


of all who ever preſided in a Nation's Council? 


the firſt unworthy of a Mayoralty at St. Maw's, 
and the laſt unequal to the Conduct of a Veſtry : 
But their Inducements were of another Kind, the 
Dutchman to be indulged in his Love to Holland 
and in his Averſion to France, and, Careleſs of Eng- 


land, gave his Miniſters full Leave to plunder 


and undo you, by leading you into that War; 
and they in return, indulged thoſe Propenſities in 
William, to enjoy an uninterrupted Power of Pil- 
laging their Fellow Subjects; whether this mu— 
— Acquieſcence between King and Minifters 
ceaſed after his Death, will in; the Sequel be dit- 
covered, and if it has yet come to an End; but 
let me examine each of them ſeparately. 

Coulp William in his Alliance againſt France, 
be ſaid to have entered into that Confederacy, to 
ſuſtain the Proteſtant Intereſt, with a Potentate the 


moſt bigotted of all Catholic Princes, and who was 


at that time perſecuting his Subjects in Hungary 
and other Parts of his Dominions, endeavouring 
to extirpate the Proteſtant Religion from amongſt 
them; if Religion operated in William towards this 
Treaty, muſt it not be to oppreſs rather than ſup- 
port the Proteſtant Cauſe? 

Ix like Manner, let me ſhew you in what Way 
the Liberties of Germany were to be protected by 
this Alliance ; what are the Ideas which accompany 
that facred Term in the Hearts of German get 
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and what is truly to be underſtood by it in this 
Confederacy : The Liberty to embroil all Europe 
four or five Times a Century, to ſhed the Blood 


of thouſands of innocent Subjects to make one 


Man Emperor of Germany, who probably in the 
Eye of Truth and Heaven, may be more worth- 
leſs than the meaneſt which is ſacrificed to his 
Ambition. The Liberty to devour the Treaſure 
of England profuſely waſted on this ridiculous Event, 
ſo unintereſting to your Welfare; to ſuſtain the 


moſt complicate of all Combinations, the Confti- 


tution of the Empire; and to afford the Liberty to 
needy Electors and little deſpotic Princes, around 
whoſe Sterile Territories an Engliſh Race Horſe 
may gallop in an Hour, a Sovereignty ſcarce large 


enough for Pigmies, to ſell the Blood of their 
_ enſlaved fellow Creatures to all the Nations of the 


Earth, the venal and avowed Foes of human Na- 
ture. Such are the Ideas which attend Liberty 
amongſt the Germans. Such Liberties you then 
confederated and ſquandered Millions to ſupport. 
Are theſe the rational Purſuits of Engliſhmen, who 
boaſt of Freedom ? Is this the Liberty which it is 
becoming you to ſuſtain by your Blood and Trea- 
ſure? the infamous Liberty of paultry Princes, to 
ſell the Lives of their enflaved Subjects ? Yet in 
Defence of ſuch Liberties alone, you have been 
ſlaughtered and exhauſted, from that Time to this 


portentous Hour. Painful Reflection to all but Ger- 


man Souls, who cannot feel for the Diſtreſſes of their 
fellow Creatures. 3 
Lr me now lay before you, to what Purpoſe 
the Motives of ſupporting Proteſtantiſm operated 
in our Alliances with the United Provinces. With 
Reſpect to that particular, 1s it not notoriouſly re- 
markable, that the Dutch, however zealouſly Pro- 
teſtant they affected to be in Europe, were at that 
very Minute by Public Encouragement W 
| | tne 
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the Chriſtian Faith, in Fayour of pecuniary Acquiſi- 
tion, and diſavowing that very God in Japan, whoſe 
pure Worſhip they pretended to be ſuſtaining in 


their native Lands? that even in their own Domi-' 


nions they tolerated every Religion, Pagan and Jew- 


i, as well as every ridiculous Sect which hath . 


ſprung like poiſonous Exhalations from the Corrup- 
tion of the Chriſtian Faith ; that whilſt they were 
pretending to ſhed their Blood, and waſte their 
Wealth in the Cauſe of their Saviour, and the 
Proteſtant Religion, they were in their Lives and 
Commerce renouncing every Dictate which he in- 
culcates, and ſelling every Inſtrument of Death, to 
enable Catholics to ſupport their Cauſe, and llaugh- 


ter thoſe Proteſtants with whom theſe Dutchmen 


were in Alliance. Such was their Zeal for the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe, ſuch Chriſtians you were duped to 


defend by that Confederacy ; was it not rather a 


Protection to Men who proteſted againſt all Reli- 
gion, than to thoſe who endeavoured to ſupport any? 

TELL me then, do not thoſe Sounds of Liberty 
and Religion at preſerit appear to have been In- 
cantations, uſed to faſcinate the Eyes, miſlead the 
Underitandings, and ſubject the Intereſt of this 
Country to the Service of Dutch and Germans ? ſuch 
then being the true State of the above Motives, 


it remains to be examined, whether the Ballance 


of Power could have offered more coercive Rea- 
ſons for aCtuating the King and Miniſtry of Eng- 
land, to unite with the Dutch and Auſtrians in Op- 
poſition to France. 

Tuts Ballance of Power then is to be conſidered 
by an Enghſþ King, by an Engliſh Miniſter, and 
by yourſelves only, as it operates to effect ſome 
national Advantage, or prevent ſome national Evil. 
Unattended with theſe Conſiderations, the Ballance 
of Power is no more the Concern of this Iſland than 
af Japan; Proximity in this Inſtance, offering no 


Reaſon 
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Reaton for Alliance: Nor of more Conſequence, whe- 
ther in Europe or in Afia; whether to have oppoſed 
the Tartars in Favour of the Chineſe, or the French 
in Favour of Germans; what Claim can Auſtria or 
the Dutch have to your Aſſiſtance, if no Advantage 
is to be derived from it, and no Evil prevented ? 
much leſs can it poſſeſs a Title to be ſupported, 
when by that Aſſiſtance you muſt be exhauſted, and 


by neglecting it you would have become the moſt 3 


potent and moſt flouriſhing State of Europe. 

Even at that very Time when William ſacrificed 
this Land, on the Altar of the United Provinces, 
Holland was as truly the Rival of England as France, 


by her extenſive Commerce and Riches; and as 


juſtly the Object of Engliſo Jealouſy : At jeaſt not 
many Years before in ** Reign of Charles II. it 
manifeſtly appears to be ſo; but to comply with 
the preſent Way of Thinking, and the Conſequences 
which have followed ſince that Time, let me allow 
that France was then as it is at. preſent, the moſt 
formidable and immediate Rival of this Nation; 


the ſole State whoſe Power, Policy and Arms, Eng- 


land has a juſt Cauſe to dread, and whoſe Influence 
it was then chiefly concerned to counteract and ſup- 
preſs; ought it then to have been one Moment's 
Debate, much leſs a Reſolution, that Auſtria and 
the United Provinces ſhould have been ſuſtain- 
ed, at the Expence of this Nation, when France 
muſt have been rendered leſs your Rival, and leſs 
formidable, by declining to oppoſe her Arms, and 
enter into Confederacy againſt her? whatever might 
have been the Fate. of: thoſe two Powers, could 


France have been a reaſonable Object of Oppoſition, 


otherwiſe than as it ſtood in the Way of - Engli/b 


Welfare? And if the Succeſs of the French Arms 
over Germany and Holland, would have conſpired 


to the Intereſt of England; and the Succeſs of Hol- 
land, and the Emperor would in no Senſe have con- 
tributed 


© { 16 
tributed to aggrandize this State : why was the Firſt 
to be oppoſed, and the Latter ſuſtained at ſuch 


immenſe Expence? for to introduce the Prejudices | 


of Kings born in other Lands, and to rule over 
Naviſh Subjects as Motives to the Conduct of a Free 
People, is to adopt the Maxims of Deſpotiſm, and 
undo yourſelves; to involve this Nation in that 
War, fquander Millions in ſupporting the Confede- 
racy, indulge the Hate in William againſt Leis; 
what was it but to permit Caprice or Paſſion to de- 
feat the Efforts of Reaſon, Folly to miſguide and 
hoodwink the Steps of Wiſdom, and the Brute to 
preſide over the Man. 

Bur it is neceſſary to evince the Truth of what 
I have juſt delivered; that the Confederacy of Eng- 
land, with the Emperor and the Dutch, was at that 
Time void of every eſſential Principle on which an 
Alliance can juſtly be founded, and infinitely per- 
nicious to this Kingdom, by oppoſing the Arms 
of Lewis the Fourteenth. „„ Nee 
LAT me then explain what would have been 
the Conſequence of France prevailing over the Dutch 
and Auſtrians; and England not engaged in the 
Quarrel having indulged that prevailing Foible of 
Univerſal Empire in Lewrs the Fourteenth. - 
Tux firſt Advantage which would have been de- 


rived to this Nation, during ſuch a War between 


the French and the Dutch, would have been, that 


whilſt thofe two States were (mutually diſtreſſing 


each others Trade by Captures, the Eugliſb would 
have enjoyed without Intterruption almoſt the whole 
Commerce df Europe This Canfideration as it 
offered an invincible Argument for England's: not 


uniting in the War with Holland, fo it proved a 


powerful Cauſe in 7/ilham's Heart, for linking this 


Nation to all the Diſadvantages of his more favourite 


Dutch; he could not bear that England fhould' en- 
joy the Advantage of a Dutch Quarrel with France ; 
| he 
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he hated the People who had fo generouſly mad 
him their Sovereign ; and therefore determined that 
it ſhould enjoy no ſuperior Advantage from that Con- 
juncture; but that the Dutch and Engliſh, ſince the 
Former could not be exempt, ſhould at leaſt equally 


| ſhare the Calamities of an interrupted Commerce, 


and be robbed of the Bleſſings of Peace, by entering 
into Alliance. 


THe next Advantage ariſing from England's not 
engaging in that Confederacy would have bern 


would have remained without encreaſing — un- 


mortgaged and unexhauſted for Alien Intereſts, and 
its Manufactures unoppreſſed by new Impoſts; thus 
far the Arguments for a Neutrality at that Time 
were ſtrongly in our Favour. 

In Oppoſition to theſe it will undes be 
urged, that without our Aſſiſtance, the United 
Provinces and Germany would have been over run, 


that England would ſoon have felt the like Influence, 
and have been ſubdued by the Arms of France; 


that this as an Evil infinitely ſuperior to any tempo- 


rary Advantage, ought to have borne down every 
Conſideration of leſs Moment. Let me examine 


then if theſe Aſſertions are attended with more Truth 
than the Defence of the Proteſtant Cauſe and Ger- 


man Liberties; and whether if the Dutch and Au- 
firians had been ſubdued, France would have been 


a more formidable Rival, and this Kingdom in great- 
er Danger of a Conqueſt by the Arms of Lewis than 
before ; and whether the Ballance of Power in Europe, 
would have been turned by ſuch an Event more 
ſtrongly againſt this Nation, the only Conſideration 
worthy of an Exgliſb King and Engliſh People. 

Hap Lewis then been unchecked in his Career 
of Conqueſt, and England remained enjoying the 
Bleſſings of Peace, and uninterrupted Commerce; 
had the United Provinces fallen the Victims of his 
Arms, what would this Nation have loſt, or Lewis 

C | gained 


"C83 
gained by this Increaſe of Dominion? Or in what 


Manner would the Ballance of Power have been al- 
tered, reſpecting the People of England ? 


Wov LD the Commerce of Hollow have encreaſed 


under a deſpotic Power, and become more the Rival 


of England in that particular than beſpre? Would a 


People infatuated with republican Principles, have 
tarried under the Dominion of an abſolute Monarch 
as conquered Subjects? Would not the Kich Have 
retired to this Kingdom with their Effects, and the 
others, as a Reſolution was then formed, have 
drowned their Lands, and by their Ships have 
transferred themſelves to Batavia and the Cape of 
Good Hope? in which Situation they might have be- 
come a more lucrative Object of Commerce to this 
Nation, than they could have been whilſt eſta- 
bliſhed in Europe. 

Bur let it be ſuppoſed that Nation would have 
remained and traded under the deſpotic Power of 
France, as a conquered People ; what Branch of 
Commerce could we have loſt by that Alteration ? 
Did the Dutch ever in Preference to us, purchaſe a 
Commodity from England, which might be bought 
cheaper in France? And if the French had prohibited 
all Commerce with England, could Holland have 
been obliged to trade with France againſt its Intereſt ? 
Would not the Manufactures of this Country then 
untaxed and to be rendered ſo cheap, have found 
their way all over the World, even into the United 
Provinces, in Spite of all the Prohibition of France ? 
And ſhould not we have become the Carriers and 
Venders of our Commodities, to thoſe Places and 

People where the Dutch had before tranſported them, 
and have added at leaſt the Profit of Freight to that 
of manufacturing? By this would not our Sailors 
have been encreaſed in Numher, and the genuine 
Source of Power in Eng land, become more formida- 
ble? 1 would not that drown'd and ſterile Condi- 
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on, from which the Dutch had emerged by freeing 
hemſelves from Spaniſh Deſpotiſm, have again re- 
turned, by becoming the conquered Provinces of 
France? Are not theſe Effects as natural, as it is for 
Waters to ſeek the loweſt Ground in their Meanders? 
And laſtly, was not Holland at that Time the Rival 
of England, in the moſt important View, our Trade? 
was it not our Intereſt then to ſee it humbled ? 


Sock then being the moſt probable Conſequences, | 


what could France have obtained by this Conqueſt ? 
Sea-Ports ſhe had already more favourably ſituated 
on the Channel, to annoy our Trade by Privateers to 
extend her own, and to make Deſcents on this 


Hand ; beſides thoſe in the Mediterantan, and at 


that Time not half employed ; an Army alſo muſt 
have been rnaintained, to have held the Turbulence 
of Dutchmen in Subjection, and the Dykes preſer- 
ved to keep the Land from drowning ; the Expence 
of which being enormous, would have induced the 
French either to have neglected the Latter, and over- 
whelmed the Country, or exhauſted her Finances, 
and employed her Troops in preſerving what could 
not under a deſpotic Head have half ſupplied, that 


which was neceſſary on ſuch Occaſion and for ſuc 


Deſigns. 
Tuus then would not the Conqueſt of the United 
Provinces have free d you from your Commercial 
Rival, and weakened the Power of that which was 
ſuch by Situation? and conſequently would not the 


Ballance of Power as it reſpected this Land, have 


become more in your Favour. 
T HERE is not perhaps a more fallacious Opinion 
in political Affairs, than that Extent of Dominion 


creates an Extent of Power; a Review of the Fate 


of all paſt and prefent Empires of vaſt Territory, 
conquered from their Neighbours, evince the con- 
trary of that Obſervation ; ruit mole ſua, is true of 


all large Empires; as well as of the Roman; it is in- 
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deed true alſo, that there is a certain Extent of Do- 


minion, below which a State cannot arrive at the 
ſull Effect of Power, which a Government may ac- 
quire; It is equally true alſo that beyond this it a- 
gain falls into Impotency and Decay. Like the Ani- 
mal Body of a Dwarf in the firſt inſtance, the Limbs 
are not vigorous enough to anſwer to the animating 
Power which it contains; and in the ſecond, like an 
enormous Body, where the Soul is not ſufficient to 
actuate its Bulk; in Truth the Subjects are more hap- 
Py, and more free under a State, between the two 
Extremes, than under either of the others, even 
though the Government in the original Plan of each, 
| ſhould be equally Deſpotic ; and the Sovereign is 
more powerful than that of a vaſt Dominion ; the 
Subjects of the venal Prince of Haſſe-Caſſel, and of 
the Empreſs of all the Ry//ias, are equally under 


the Dominion of deſpotic Princes, with thoſe of 


France; and yet the Subjects of the Former from 
his contracted Territories, and of the Second from 
her extended, are beyond Compariſon in a more 
arbitrary Condition. In a little State the Individuals 
are oppreſſed and haraſſed to find Taxes and Reve- 
nues, for their needy Maſters, or fold to other Sove- 
reigns as the Mercenary Bands of Property, to en- 
rich. their Tyrant's Coffers; In great Empires it is 
neceſſary they muſt be held in more abjectSubmiſſion, 
leſt Diſtance from the Court, and the want of im- 
mediate Superviſal, ſhould create an Inclination to 
refuſe their Taxes, and excite an Occaſion of Rebel- 
lion ; which Latter muſt be levied with great Gen- 
tleneſs through Fear, leſt otherwiſe Oppreſſion 
may not reſtrain them from taking Arms: One 


is too little to poſſeſs much Force, the Other too 


large to draw and exert thoſe Powers which be- 


long to the middle State of Empire: Little States 


however free even in their Conſtitutions, like Ani- 
mals in a Cage, though not chained, are encircled 
and 
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and continually running againſt their Confines, in 
the leaſt Excurſion of Liberty or Power; which for 
ever tell them they do not enjoy true Liberty : 
Whilſt the Sovereigns of large Dominions, though 
deſpotic to exceſs, Force cannot put in Exertion their 


whole from the Impoſſibility of attending to all Cir- 


cumſtances and availing themſelves of every Power : 


Like the Waters of a River too diffuſed, it loſes 


that Depth and Power of carrying great Things, 
which it poſſeſſed by being circumſcribed within 


more moderate Limits : this want of Power then 


that attends even a vaſt Empire, the Sovereign le- 
gally inherits, is exceſſively increaſed by an extend- 


ed Dominion formed by Conqueſt. Let me now 


imagine that the Monarch of France, had over-run 
all Germany, and ſubdued it to his Arms; would 


not his Conqueſt have created him ſtill new and 


more formidable Enemies, by. the Extent of his 


Boundaries? inſtead of Germans, would not the Turk, 


Pole, Ruſſian, Dane, and Swede, have become the 


jealous Neighbours of his encreaſing Empire ? 
Would they have beheld his extended Domain 


with folded Arms and Inattention ? nay, had he 


conquered all theſe, even to the Shores of China; 


in what Senſe would it have increaſed his Powers 


againſt England? Would not the Conqueſt of _ 


Germany, and the Support of it, have employed 
his Subjects, Riches, and Powers, and withheld 
his Views entirely from the Objects of improving 
Commerce, in extending, which alone he can be ef- 
fectually the Rival of England. France then by 
ſtretching her Dominion over all Germany, would onl 
have weakened her Power, as it reſpects this Iſland ; 
Lands indeed may be ſubdued by a Conqueror, but 
will not. his original Subjects be impoveriſhed 
by the Conqueſt? Will the Minds of a warlike 
Nation tamely acquieſce in Obedience to their 
new Lord, eſpecially where innate Averſion has 
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deſcended from Father to Son, through all prece- 
ding Generations, as it hath through the Germans 
for the French; by what Means would France have 
held that Country in Subjection, to prevent the In- 
ſurrections and Revolt of her new Subjects, and 


Attacks of new Enemies? would ſhe have entirely 


ruined the Nations which compoſe that Empire? 
What Avantage would ſhe then have derived from 


her Conqueſt by the Acquiſition of an unpeopled 


Country? 

WourLD the French Monarch have quitted the 
Delights of France, and reſided amongſt Brutes in 
Germany, to hold that People in Subjection? And if 


he had choſen that Expedient, would the Natives 


of his hereditary Kingdoms remained ſtedfaſt in 
their Fidelity towards him, who, tho' the beſt of 
Subjects to thoſe Princes, whom they believe purſuing 


the Nation's Welfare, are ſtill the declared Enemies 


of thoſe who ſeek their Ruin ? Learn then from 
them and their Parliaments what a Nation ought to 
Purſue ! Had the Conqueror continued the ſame 
Laws and Conſtitution to his new Subjects, and ſent 


Viceroys to govern in his Stead, muſt he not have 


ſupported a vaſt Army of his own Subjects, to hold 
them in Duty to their new Sovereign ? For ſurely 
he would not have truſted the Natives to bind them- 
ſelves in Slavery to a foreign Power they deteſt ; 

that ſingular Proceeding ſeems to be reſerved for 
the Inhabitants of this Ifland only. Would not 
then ſuch a Conduct have depopulated his native 


Land, and exhauſted his Treaſure ? and at no great 
Diſtance, Might not thoſe Viceroys like the Baſhaws 


and Nabobs of the Eaſt, ſuppoſing he could have 
defended his Conqueſt from his new Neighbours, 
become independent of their Sovereign? and in 
the Reign of a weak King, or Conduct of a weak 
Miniſter in France, have declared for themſelves ? 
add thus uniting all Cermany under one Head, have 

generated 
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nerated a new Conſtitution and ſeparate Intereſt ? 
the only Way by which that Empire can become a 


potent Enemy to French, or a fit Ally for England. 


In like Manner during this Time of Conqueſt, 
and reigning over Germany, could the French occu- 


pied in the Affairs of that Poſſeſſion, have effectu- 


ally become the commercial Rivals of this Nation? 
would not all Attention to that Object have been ne- 
glected? Such muſt have been the Effect of in- 
dulging French Thirſt after Univerſal Empire, in 
that Monarch with Reſpect to England : Conqueſt 
could have added no Fleet to invade your Coaſt, 
and even his Land Forces, by being more engaged, 
muſt have been virtually diminiſhed alſo in their 
Influence on this Iſland; the maritime States of 
Denmark, Sweden and Ru/Jia, would have been more 
eaſily aſſiſted by you, than Germany can be; and 
Spam and Portugal, our natural and lucrative Al- 
lies, jealous of French Power, become more cloſely 


united with Euglaud, in Commerce and in Friend- 


ſhip, 

Ix talking of the Ballance of Power amongſt Na- 
tions; that figurative Expreſſion has ever been 
taken from the Idea of a Pair of Scales, where equal 
Weights in each, preſerve the Beam upright; but 
that is not the only Image of ballancing Power, there 
is yet another as analogous and juſt, the Steel-yard ; 
which by being extended to a great Length, may be 
made to counterbalance any Weight near the Center 
of its Motion: And in this Manner, France in 
ſtretching her Dominions by Conqueſt, would have 
countervailed her own natural Importance at Home, 


whilſt England at Eaſe, and in Peace, increaſing in 


Wealth, Empreſs of the Ocean, her Taxes ealy, and 


her Subjects unmortgaged, muſt have hecome the 


Dread of French Ambition and Arbitreſs of Europe. 


Such it appears to me would have been the natural 


Effects of Things from the juſteſt Compariſon I can 
draw, 
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draw, between Events which have happened in ſimi- 
lar Conjunctures. But a foreign King blaſted all the 
blooming Expectation of that favourable Occaſion; 
Dutch Intereſt vanquiſhed that of England, Aver- 
lion to Lewis drew us to oppoſe France in her Chi- 
mera of Univerſal Empire, and formed the firſt 
Links of that Chain, which hath ſince ſo fatally en- 
creaſed, and bound you to all the Curſes of being 
united with the Continent, under the ſeductive 
Terms of Proteſtant Intereſt, German Liberty, and 
Ballance of Power. There is yet another View of our 
Confederacy with the Dutch and the Emperor, which 
merits Conſideration ; it 1s what might have proved 
the probable Conſequence of this Alliance in con- 
quering France: but as during this Dutchman'sReign, 
your Lives and Money were ingloriouſly ſquandered 
without Victory, I purpoſely omit it till the Tranſ- 
actions in the Reign of Queen Ann are laid before 
1 
: DukiNnG the Reign of this Dutch King, died the 
lamented Duke of Glouceſter, the moſt afflicting Ca- 
taſtrophe with which Heaven till that Time, had 
viſited this Ifle ; from what a Proſpect of Felicity 
was this Kingdom then cut off; had the Almighty 
deſigned him to rule this Land, what immenſe Trea- 
ſures you would have poſſeſſed, what Deluges of 
Engliſh Blood had been unlaviſhed, what num- 
. Subjects had been ſpared, who have ſince 


fattened the Eagles of Germany with their Gore; 


what Floods of Tears already ſhed and ſtill to be 
ured forth, would then have been prevented; 

Miniſters could not have ſacrificed you to the Inte- 

reſt of German Electors, and Party had been extinct 


in perfect Union; ye had laboured and ſpread your 
Sails, ye had ſown and reapt for yourſelves, and for 


an Engliſh King alone; the Voice of Lamentation 
and mourning for England neglected and undone, had 


been unheard in your Streets; the Intereſt of you 
and 
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„5 and your 8 the Object of your and his 
Wiſhes had been the ſame; your Honour had been 
inviolate, your Faith unbroken, your Courage una- 
bated by Corruption, Effeminacy and Sloth ; ye had 
been revered amongſt the Nations, God and Reli- : 
gion had reigned over your Actions, and the Con- 

ſtitution of the Realm remained untainted and en- 
tire. 

Or theſe Bleſſings you were then deprived, Heal 
ven in Wrath againſt Eugliſomen unmindful of the 
Bliſs which it had beſtowed them, by indulging a 

a Dutch King with purſuing Dutch Intereſt, to the un- 

: doing of themſelves and Country, and in juſt Puniſh- 

; ö ment to their Sins, ſnatched this precious Being to 

itſelf, and the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover was ſeated 

on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms. William con- 
quered by the Man he hated, having chained you 

; to continental Intereſts, laviſhed immenſe Sums of 

. Engliſh Treaſure, on German and Dutch Meaſures, 

| mortgaged you for ten Millions of Money, and 

ſpread Corruption on all Degrees of Men, was now 
ſummoned to Anſwer for his Sins, which as the Ef- 
fect of them ſtill continues vigorouſly operating to 

| your undoing, it may be preſumed that Heaven did 
{ not lightly puniſh the ungrateful Offender. 

| Ann aſcending the Throne without Iſſue, and in 

: : Conſequence of the Act of Settlement, the King- 

dom was divided into two Parties, during her whole 

Reign. One Side imagined that as no Precaution 

had been taken to procure from the Houſe of Ha- 

3 nober, a Renunciation of its German Dominions, 

— that in Conſequence of that Neglect, every Quarrel 

* in Germany would involve you in War, to the end- 

g leſs waſting of your Blood and Wealth, and the 

3 Neglect of Engliſb Welfare, till it would conclude 

in your Ruin; and notwithſtanding a Proviſion was 
made by 4, that England ſhould never engage 
in a War on that Account, theſe Men knew that 
D one 
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one P—t frequently abrogated the Acts of a For- 


mer, and particularly when the King, who chuſes his 


Miniſters, has a mind to produce ſuch an Alterati- 
on; they were convinced alſo that German Rapaci- 
ouſneſs was never to be ſated, whilſt any Thing re- 
mains for them to devour ; that being bred Deſpotic, 
they are Enemies to Liberty, and love none but 
flaviſh Subjects; they believed alſo that the Danger 


of converting the Kingdom to the Catholick Reli- 


gion, by the Return of the Stuarts, was not an 
Object to be dreaded equal with your being chained 
to German Intereſts. 

On the other Hand ha Hanoverian Engliſhmen 
trembled for the Proteſtant Cauſe, and all the Secta- 


ries were eternally trumpeting the Bleſſings which 
muſt attend the coming of the Houſe of Hanover, 


the Preſbyterian Meſſiah; and that the Scarlet 


Whore, Popery and Slavery, Fire and Faggot, muſt 
moſt certainly be the inſeparable Attendants of the 


return of the Houſe of Stuart. 

War Evils a Stuart on the Throne of England 
would have produced, can be but a ſpeculative Con- 
ſideration at preſent ; however it may be perfectly 
diſcerned what are the Bleſſings Which came with a 
North-Eaſt Wind from Germany, and the Effects of 
them were never more conſpicuous than at this un- 
parallell'd Moment. 

As theſe two Parties were then violent in Ex- 


tremes; Oppoſition to each other, rather than the 


Nation's Welfare, actuated both of them; like a 


Ship between violent and oppoſing Winds, this 
State was equally diſtreſſed on all Sides; till at 


length the Hanoverian Party prevailing, this King- 
dom was again linked to German Welfare, a War 
was begun, and that Ruin continued. which had 


been ſo fatally commenced in the preceding Dutch 


Reign. 
Brs1vzs 
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Bes1Des this a'Similarity of Deſigns co-operated 


to produce the Meaſures which were undertaken, 


the Intereſts of two Families which probably cared 
but little for each other at the Bottom ; it was that 
of Marlborough, and that of Brunſwick; the For- 


mer made illuſtrious by its own Actions and Deſerts 


in War, the Latter aggrandized by your Fathers pre- 
ſenting it with the Crowns of theſe Realms ; how- 


ever the Eſtabliſhment of the Latter, the Ambition, | 


Avarice and Glory of the Former, were equally 
concerned, and equally active, in declaring and 


continuing this War againſt Lewis, which was car- 


ried on during the Reign of Queen Ann. 
Ir was the Buſineſs of Hanover to ſupport the 
Germans and Dutch againſt the French; who were 


ſuppoſed to be in the Intereſt of the Stuarts In 


like Manner, it is probable the Duke and Dutcheſs 
of Marlborough to enrich themſelves, and encreaſe 
their Honours, would have thought it moſt advan- 
tageons to carry on the War, though it had been to 
oppoſe the coming of the Saviour of Mankind, as 


it may be preſumed their Views of Eat in 


this World, operated as effectually as any Conſide- 
rations of a Future, and with the Intereſts of this 
Pair, that of the Miniſter was moſt intimately 


united. 


Ix Conſequence of this Union of Advantages, ſo 
pernicious to England, the chimerical Deſign of 


Univerſal Empire, was again oppoſed ; and the 


moſt, if not the only effectual Method of making 


War advantageouſly to England was greatly neglect... N 


ed; had we then employed our Men, Money, and 
Maritime Force, in driving the French from their , 
Settlements in Afia, Africa, and America, their 
Source of Commerce had been dried up, and their 
Sea-Ports rendered uſeleſs; and in ſuch a Situation 
the Deſign, of rivaling us in Trade, had been totally 
eradicated ; neither that nor any Nation however 


M3 advantageog'ly 
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advantageouſly ſituated their Sea-ports may be, can 
extend a Commerce, when the Means of Trading 
are cut off, and certainly France would never have 
thought of building a formidable Navy, to protect 


a Trade which could not exiſt, and which Fleet 


muſt have been uſeleſs through Want of Sailors. 
Tris only Method of procuring Grandeur to 
England, was grievouſly neglected, by Means of 
the Marlborough Intereſt, and through a Series of 
pernicious Conqueſt in Europe, we ſquandered im- 
menſe Sums, and encreaſed the National Debt to 
fifty Millions, by aſſiſting the Duic, and Germans, 
and oppoſing that Frenzy in Lewis XIV. ſo propiti- 
ous to Engliſh Welfare. In Conſequence of this, 
our Trade. inſtead of being extended, was oppreſ- 
ſed by Taxes, and the French at length cured of 


their romantic Folly, began to ſee that Commerce 


only can give Riches and Strength to a People al- 
ready ſo numerous ; which Manner of thinking 


hath ſince generated in them Opinions diametrical- 


ly oppoſite to the Former; they are convinced that 
great Extent of Dominion, added to the preſent, 
would enfeeble their Energy, as it hath all other 
States; hence Manufactures, Commerce, Agricul- 
ture, and encreaſing Colonies, have taken Place of 
Univerſal Empire in their Minds, and their chief 
Attention ſince that Time, hath been vigorouſly 
and propitiouſly applied to encreaſe thoſe Objects, 
and to conſider the Rhine even in many Parts, too 
diſtant a Boundary for Gallick Welfare; thus by the 
Conqueſts of Marlborough, Lewis was not only per- 
niciouſly check'd in his Advances to the Conqueſt 
of Germany, but more perniciouſſy diverted from 


that Purſuit, and turned into others, which have 


ſince proved exquiſitely mote fatal to this Kingdom, 
than the Efforts of his Arms could ever have proved. 
In this Manner the Foundation of their Gran- 


deur and of your undoing, was firmly laid, by turn- 
ing 


(29) 
ing their Thoughts from Empire to Trade, and ne- 
glecting England, for Germany and Holland. There 
are, I know, many People who ſtill i imagine the Duke 
of Marlborough, would have freed you from your 
Rival and your Fears in every Senſe, if Peace had 
not been concluded by a Change of the Miniſtry ; 
whether a better Peace could have been made by 
thoſe who concluded that, it is not my Purpoſe to 
examine 1n this Place ; but certainly it will be made 
evident, that a War continued on the Terms this 
was carried on, tho' the General had been annually 
crowned with Laurels, muſt have terminated more 
fatally in the Ruin of this People : at leaſt I am 
certain this muſt appear to be the Opinion of thoſe 

Miniſters who ſucceeded in George's Reign, however 
repugnant they ſeemed to be to it, 'or that no Men 
were ever ſo perfidiouſly Enemies to their Country. 
For diladvantageoully as this Peace was concluded, 
and however favourable for the continuing the War 
thoſe Times might be, Seaſons infinitely more pro- 
miſing ſince that Time, for ſubduing France, have 
arrived and been totally diſregarded, to the abſolute 
Neglect of Engliſh Intereſts, and in Purſuit of thoſe 
of Hanover : And this even by thoſe Men, who, con- 
tracting Alliances with France, when it was their 
Duty and your Intereſt to have united with Spain, 
and when it was the moſt practicable of all human 
things to have reduced her to any Terms; ſtill exe- 
crated the Miniſters who concluded the Treaty of 
Utrecht. 

Bor let me indulge myſelf in attempting to diſ- 
cover what might have been the Effects of War, 
continued at the Time the Peace of Utrecht was 
concluded ; we had then been ten Years in Victory, 
and not yet got out of Flanders ; our Allies had ne- 
ver furniſhed their Quotas in Men and Money ; we 
had oppreſſed our Trade and Subjects by Taxes ; 
encreaſed the National Debt to Fifty Millions, and 

e 


(30) „ 
neglected to drive the French from their Colonies 


and Settlements. Theſe were the Advantages which 
we had reaped from the Conqueſts of Marlborough. 
The Battle of Malplaquet proved a Victory indeed, 

but a very deſtructive Victory to the Army of the 


Engliſh General, as the Loſs on the Engliſb Side, 
was much greater than that of France: This gave 


Reaſon to ſuggeſt that the Progreſs of Marlborough, 


though not abſolutely oppoſed, might be greatly 


retarded by the Duke de Villars, beſides as the 


Hopes of conquering France depended on the Life 
and Victory of Marlborough alone, except in the 
ſanguine Expectations of Engliſhmen, how was it 
certain that he might not have been killed or that 
he would have continued to conquer, either of which 
his Death or Defeat, would have put an End to the 


Conqueſt of France, Marſhal Villars having proved 


that he was ſuperior to Prince Eugene in General- 
ſhip, ſecond in military Knowledge to the Duke, 
the Campaign after Marlborough quitted the Com- 
mand. | | 


Tus Affair of Conqueſt then was exceedingly | 


problematical, taken in this Light, and though every 


Engliſhman was poſſeſſed with the Idea of marching 
to the Gates of Paris, there remained yet many 
Obſtacles to be ſurmounted, and Cities to be taken, 
before that could have been accompliſhed; and then 
however exhauſted of Money France might have 
been, the Circumſtances of Deſpair, Attachment to 


their Monarch, and a Senſe of Honour innate in 
them, would have created new Reſources amongſt 
that People, probably not to be overcome in leſs 
Time than had been employed to conquer Flanders; 
this then muſt, according to the Proportion of en- 
creaſing Debts, have mortgaged the People of Eng- 
land for a Hundred Millions ; and abſolutely ruined 
your Manufactures by enormous Taxes, and Death 
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of your fellow Subjects; though it had terminated 
in the abſolute Conqueſt of all France. 

LET me ſuppoſe then that France had been con- 
quered, in what Manner would you have diſpoſed of 
the Conqueſt ? Any Acquiſition of thoſe Territories 
to England, would have been recurring to the ſame 
Miſchief which ſhe felt during that Time, when 
her Kings poſſeſs'd Territories in thewgg//ic King- 
dom, and an Aggravation of the preſent ; would 
you have given that Realm to the Emperor of 
Germany? And then Spain, France, and the Empire 
had been under the ſame Head; becauſe the Bour- 
bon Family by the Defeat of France, could not have 

been eſtabliſhed in Spain. This certainly would not 
have been the Means of preſerving the Ballance 
of Power: if you had given France or any Part of 
it to the Dutch, would not you have encreaſed the 
Power of your commercial Rivals? And as it is 
eternally true, that the Advantages arifing from 
the Product and Situation of a Kingdom, will in 
a very little Time determine the Sovereign to pur- 
ſue the Intereſt of himſelf and his People, however 
_ obliged he may be to thofe who gave it him, if 
no unconnected and more favourite Part does not 
prevail over the good of that which is moſt wor- 
thy of Regard and Conſideration. Unleſs then the 
Ports of France and her Situation on both Seas in 
Europe, could have been removed; her Produce 
annihilated or rendered uſeleſs ; into whatever Hands 
theſe had fallen, either Dutch or German, they muſt 
in one Generation a Minute in the Duration of a 
Kingdom, have induced the Sovereigns of it to 
follow the natural Intereſt of thoſe Realms, and 
ſupport the Advantages of their Poſſeſſions, and 
in this Caſe have become as effectually the imme- 
diate Rivals of England, as thoſe who had been 
driven from them, 5 
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Lr us ſuppoſe that France by a Peace had been 
obliged to have hmited the Number, or even to 
have poſſeſſed no Men of War; would this Obli— 
ation have been obſerved when ſhe emerged from 
her Decline ? Suppoling ſhe had been circumſcribed 
even in her Number of Merchant Ships ; would 
not the Dutch have gladly become the Carriers 
of her Trade, and ſupplied her Colonies ? Thus 
her Manufactures would have found Encourage- 
ment, and a Vent by Means of that People, as they 
muſt have been rendered much cheaper than yours, 
incumbered with a Debt of a hundred Millions, 


as it probably would have been at the End of a 


War, in which you had conquered France: Thus 


then had their Colonies remained to the French, 


whatever Conqueſt we might have made ; no Ad- 
vantage of long Duration could have been drawn 
from it; let me ſuppoſe however that by the Ar- 
ticles of Peace, the Colonies of France were to have 
been yielded up to her Conquerors ; would not the 


Dutch, and even theGermans, have laid their Claims 
to their Dividend, and thus have riſen to be your 


Rivals as effectually as the French ? Thus in every 


View which I can ſuggeſt, no permanent Proſperity 


could have been derived from the War, unleis by 
your own proper and natural Strength you had dri- 
ven the French from their Colonies, kept the Poſ- 
ſeſſion to yourſelves, or left them deſert ; this only 
could have rendered the French incapable of being 
a commercial State, and of drawing to England the 
Advantages which are alone the juſt Objects of a 
War; and have not ſuch Purſuits been moſt ſhame- 


fully neglected from the Revolution to this Hour, 


by the pernicious and prevailing Influence of Au- 
firian, Dutch and Hanoverian Intereſts, over the 
Welfare of England ? 

_ Bur in Fact there was at that Time no Cauſe of 
| Quarrel againſt Fraxce on the Account of Com- 
merce; 
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merce; che ſole Motives which were aſſigned for 
it, were the Viſions of the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
German Liberties, and the Ballance of Power : And 
this may be received as an eternal Truth, that 


Trade will always ſeek the cheapeſt Market, as 


naturally and as neceſſarily as heavy Bodies tend to 
the Center; and that England equally taxed, or 
equally untaxed with France, can make and render 
her Manufactures at cheaper Prices than that Na- 
tion; and in Conſequence there never could have 
exiſted a national Cauſe of War on that Account, 
ſince Commerce could never have declined, but 
from the iniquitous Proceedings of Sovereigns and 


Miniſters. War then at preſent ſprings from Re- 


ſentment againſt the increaſing Commerce of a Peo- 
ple, forced into Trade by England's oppoſing their 
Arms in Favour of Dutch and Germans; and which 


it has ſince cheriſhed, by following the Dictates of 


H—r, and oppreſſing her own Manufactures and 
Merchandiſe by immenſe Taxes. 

France then though you have made her your 
Rival, is not naturally your Enemy, at leaſt ſhe 
muſt have been an ineffectual one, but for the pre- 
vailing Intereſts of alien Nations. It is not there- 
fore her Intereſt that you loſe your Liberty, it may 
be that you preſerve it! turn your Eyes then to- 
wards Germany, there you will perceive the poiſoned 
Source of all your Calamities ; of which you have 
ſo largely drank ; whoſe Intereſt, whoſe Wiſh, and 
whoſe Purſuit it 1s that ye become Slaves, the more 
effectually to ſupport her Quarrels and Purſuits ; 
and I ſincerely wiſh the diſgraceful Day may never 
come, when ye ſhall be obliged to implore Pro- 
tection for your Liberties from thoſe very Rivals, 
whom ye are now induſtriouſly taught to hate, to 
keep your Attention from the Objects of your Ruin. 

NorwITHSTANDING the fatal Abſurdities which 
appear hitherto in our AT with reſpect to op- 


poſing 


| . 
poſing France, and ſupporting Germany; there are 


yet many who are convinced that it is ſtill the Inte- 


reſt of England to fuſtain the Germans; this how- 
ever they acknowledge has never been rightly pur- 
ſued to this Hour : It is to reduce the Empire under 
one Head : By theſe Means to make it a formidable 
Rival to France, and an eligible and potent Ally to 

England. From that Way of Proceeding, unhap- 
pily for you, your Connection with Hanover hath 
moſt effectually cut you off; for the Intereſt of 


France, and that Electorate in this View being the 


fame ; it will ſoon be perceived how fatally it has 


operated to oppole all ſuch Deſign. Is it not the In- 


tereſt of France to keep the preſent irrational Syſtem 
of Germany alive, to preſerve the Power of creating 
Diſcord and Oppoſition amongſt the Electors; to 
prevent a Union of Strength, by purchaſing one te 
deſtroy another, when ever ſhe chuſes to interfere 
in the Affairs of the Empire? in like Manner is it 


not the Intereſt of Hanover to preſerve the ſame 


ridiculous Syſtem of the Empire ? otherwiſe ſink- 
ing into Oblivion and Contempt, that Electorate 
muſt be abſorb'd by that Power which would unite 
and reign over all Germany. 

In this Manner the Intereſt of France and Hanover, 
being perfectly ſimilar ; and that of England diame- 
trically oppoſite to them ; has it not fatally followed, 
that this Kingdom has never engaged in the Deſign 
of uniting all the German Dominions under one Head, 
but correſponded with the Views of France in Favour 
of the Brunſwick Family, till it is, I fear, diſabled 


from purſuing the oppoſite Deſign, if ever it ſhould 


be happily detached from the deſtructive Influence 
of Hanowerian Councils? thus in this View and in 


this Manner, France, and Hanover have been, and 
{till continue to be, equally the Enemies of you and 


your Welfare, N 
Ix or ED much may be offered in Favour of ſuch a 
Re Purſuit, 
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Purſuit, by you a Nation which by your Conſtitution 
{till pretend to be Free; it wonld deliver the Lives 
of your fellow Creatures from the oppreſſive Tyran- 
ny of being Sold the inhuman Commerce of paultry 


German Princes; as by ſuch an Union the imperial 
Dominions would become ſufficiently extenſive for 


every Kind of Support, in Peace or War, and no 


longer neceſhtate their rapacious Sovereigns to liv 


on the Sale of human Blood. | | 


Bur as the ducal Crown muſt have thereby tum- 
bled from the Head of the Ele&or of Hanover, 


though the royal Diadem of England, muſt have 


been ſtrengthened and ſupported by that Meaſure, 
Britannia, like the Slaves around the Statue of Lewis 
the Fourteenth, has been ridiculouſly chained to the 
Baſe of Abſurdity and Ruin, beneath the Feet of 
that Elector. . 

Ix this Way the moſt plauſible Reaſons for inter- 
fering in German Meaſures, and the moſt rational 
Purſuit of England, in ſuch Affairs have been ren- 
dered abſolutely ineffectual, by your fatal ConneCti- 
ons with Hanover. | | 

Is this however, though the leaſt culpable of all 
the Ways by which German Tranſactions can be- 
come an Object of Engliſb Attention, a ſufficient Mo- 
tive for your engaging therein, and chaining your- 
ſelves to the Curſes of a Continent, ta renounce the 
Bleſſings which God hath ſo remarkably beſtowed 


on this Ifland, by ſeparating it from the reſt of Eu- 


rope? „ | 
Hence it evidently appears, that during the 
Conqueſts of Marlborough, as in the Defeats of the 


Dutchman, the true Intereſt of England was totally 


neglected for German Views and private Ambition; 
that at the Concluſion of the War, you were only 
more diſabled from purſuing the Advantages of 
Peace; your Manufactures and Commerce being 
loaded with greater Taxes, and a Debt of Fifty Mil- 
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lions and what was yet more pernicious, by your il 
judged Oppoſition to the deluſive Dream of Univer- 
ſal Empire, the French were recovered from that De- 
lirium, and converted, by the Powers which they 
perceived Commerce had given you, to diſcover the 
invariable Objects of their Purſuit, the Support of 
Trade and Colonies. Thus by the Arms of Marl- 


= borough, being beaten into a true Senſe of their Si- 


tuation, Duty and Intereſt, they have been rendered 
infinitely a more powerful Rival, and more invinci- 
ble Enemy againſt this Nation, than the Conqueſt of 
all the European Continent could have made them. 
In this manner the true and permanent Effect of waſt- 
ing your Blood and Treaſure, and of his Succeſs and 
Glory, have terminated only in advancing your Per- 
dition and eſtabliſhing the Grandeur of your Ene- 
mies. 

DukiNG this Reign, an Intereſt which had been 
created to preſerve William on the Throne, received 
great additional Strength: this was the encreaſing 
the national Debt. The money'd Men, Contrac- 
tors with the Miniſtry for naval Stores and military 


Requilites, Jobbers, Jews, and Change-Alley Brokers, 


had acquired immenſe Fortunes in the Funds, 
without bringing one additional Shilling to the gene- 


ral Riches. To give this the Sanction of Public 


Utility, it was ſplendidly baptized with the dazling 
Name of the Support of the Hanover Succeſſion. 

Bur as thoſe of the oppoſite Party beheld Things 

in a different Light, it was by them conſidered as 


the infallible and fertile Source of national Perdition ; 


and thus the Ruin of England in their Eyes, and the 
Support of the Hanover Succeſſion appearing to be 
the ſame Thing, they conceived both to be equally 


pernicious to your Intereſt, and therefore to be op- 
poſed. 


Tur theſe Men were under a moſt grievous 


Error in Judgment; do not the unſpeakable Bleſſ- 
ings 
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ings which this Nation hath enjoyed; the 'preſent 
Honour and Eſteem which it bears amongſt all Na- 
tions ; the flouriſhing Condition in which it now 
ſtands, ſufficiently evince beneath the Reign of his 
moſt bleſſed Majeſty ? a Sovereign in whom are to 
be found in equal Perfection, all the Excellencies of 
the Head and Heart, like Children's Hands in a cer- 
tain Play, alternately predominant ; to whom Wiſ- 
dom, Juſtice, Fortitude, Truth, Conſtancy, Valour, 
Piety, Prudence, and Victory have equally reſigned 
their Serpents, Ballance, Coat of Mail, Mirror, 
Column, Sword, Bible, Shield and Laurel: Like 


Neptune does he not reign Paramount OVECT. ail the | 


Ocean? Like Mars does he not give Conqueſt 
wherever he appears? Like Minerva are not his 


Councils revered amongſt the Nations of the Earth? 


Like Jupiter does he not weigh the Fate of Human- 
kind in a Ballance? Alike the Support of Prufjia, 
the Humbler of Auſtria, the Scourge of France, the 
Terror of Europe: Whoſe parental Care is ſo equably 
diſplayed, his moſt favourite Child feels not more 
Affection than the meaneſt of his Subjects; whoſe 


Veracity is ſo firmly eſtabliſhed, that his Oath is not 


deemed more ſacred than his royal Word; ſo ſteady 
to all his Allies that no Change of Circumſtances 
hath given Caule to one more than another to doubt 
of his Stedfaſtneſs ; of all Proteſtant Princes the moſt 
thorough Proteſtant ; equally revered and adored 


by his own, and the Subjects of other Crowns; the 


Wonders of whole Reign are ſo great, the moſt Pa- 
triot Engliſoman can never hope to ſee them equalled; 
whoſe Liberality 1s equal to his Contempt of Money ; 


whoſe Name can never die; whoſe Actions can ne- 


ver be forgotten ; in his Time Religion is relieved 
from the Agonies ſhe long. groaned under, and Li- 
berty no more heard rattling with a Chain round 


done Leg; as much the Father of all Mankind as of 


his own People; And in this enlightened Age the 
.- beſt 
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beſt Judge of the ſublime Arts, to whom Doctor 
Hill hath dedicated his God and Nature, and his 
Sleep of Plants. 

NorwirzsrAN DING ſuch pernicious Purſuits 
during the Reign of William and Ann, the Debts 
which were incurr'd, and the Oppreſſions which 
were laid on your Trade, at the coming of George 


to the Throne, Affairs were in ſo favourable a Situ- 
ation, that the Effect of every Miſconduct might 


have been eaſily removed by a King who had no 


other Views than thoſe of making you a proſperous 
and happy People. | 
T .o evince the Truth of this, and prove how fa- 
tally the Influence of Hanover ſuperſeded all the 
fortunate Occaſions which offered then, and im- 
mediately after, it is neceſſary to acquaint you with 
the Situation of the States of Europe, at the Death 
of Queen Ann. 
Ar that Time this Kingdom was in perfect Tran- 
_ quillity with every Potentate of the Continent. Peace 
had been concluded with France; by this the Pre- 
tender was driven from the Territories of that 
Crown ; the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Hanove- 
rian Family acknowledged, and Guarantied by that 
Power to the Crowns of theſe Realms; Lewis the 
Fourteenth in old Age and Infirmities ſtanding on 


the Threſhold of the other World, looking back 


with Regret on his Actions and Behaviour in this; 
Peace and Treaty of Commerce had been concluded 
with Spain, by which the Proteſtant Succeſſion in 
the Houſe of Hanover was likewiſe acknowledged, 
and never to be oppoſed on any Conſideration what- 
ſoever; all Power of giving Licences to the French, 
or to any other Nation, to introduce Negroes or 
other Merchandiſe into the Spaniſh Dominions in 
America was totally given up by Spain; the American 
Dominions were never to be alienated from the 


Spaniſh Crown on any Pretext ; Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca 
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norca were yielded up for ever to the Crown of Eng- 
land; the South-Sea Company to enjoy the Privi- 
lege 'of ſelling Negroes in ſeveral Parts of Americe 
for Thirty Years. To the Duke of Savoy, now 
King of Sardinia, Sicily was yielded up alſo, with 
the Proviſo of its returning to Spain, in Default of 
Male Iſſue in the Houſe of Piedmont. 

Wirz the Emperor and Holland we were in 
perfect Peace and Alliance, each Guarantee of the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion. 


Ix the North the Czar, Pruſſia and Denmark, 
were in Peace with England, and engaged in a 
War againſt Sweden, whoſe King was at that Time 
at Bender. | 

ENGLAND reſpected for her military Atchieve- 
ments through the whole World, had but two Ob- 
jects which onght to have engaged her Attention ; 
reducing the national Debt, and promoting her 
Trade and Commerce: Such were the auſpicious 
Circumſtances which ſubſifted when George aſcended 
the Throne of England; but alas! the malignant 
Star of Hanoverian Politics then becoming in the 
Aſcendant, in all the Tranſactions of this King- 
dom, blaſted every blooming Promiſe of approach- 
ing Happineſs; and tho' Events in Favour of your 
Felicity, came pouring in upon you, beyond the 
moſt ſanguine Expectation of Patriot Enthuſiaſm 

though George had it in his Power to have immor- 
talized himſelf, by rendering you ſupremely proſ- 
perous; it will be ſeen that ye were conſidered 
only as the Gladiators of old Rome, doomed to ſell 
and ſacrifice yourſelves for the Entertainment and 
Advantage of the Elector of Hanover. 

GEORGE at his Acceſſion to this Crown was natu- 
rally agitated by the Suſpicion of being dethro- 
ned, in Preference to the Houſe of Stuart; it was 
therefore as natural for him to attempt encreaſing 
his German Dominions at your Expence, _ 1 
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leaſt his coming to this Kingdom might prove of 


ſome Advantage to him. Which Maxim being 
adopted by his Miniſters to procure themſelves Sta- 
bility, and conciliate Favour, it ſo fell out that by 
the Time the Apprehenſion of Inſtability on this 
Throne from the Intereſt of the Stuarts, was almoſt 
vaniſhed, ſo many Tranſactions had been com- 
pleated to the Advancement of Hanover, and the 
Ruin of England, that theſe had created a ſecon- 


dary and new Dread of being diſplaced by a Peo- 


ple ſo egregiouſly injured on the Account of Ger- 
man Predilection; this then ſtill kept alive the ſame 
Fear of being dethroned on that Account, fo ſtrong 
in the illuſtrious Family, and therefore the. ſame 
Propenfity of ſubjecting England to the Views of 
Hanover, that it has been ſaid with ſome Authority, 


the late Queen, conſcious of ſuch Proceedings to 


the Injury of a People, tenacious of their Rights and 
Liberties, imagining the Nation would. one Day 
be acquainted with all the Wickedneſs ſhe knew, 
and that the Hour muſt come when national Inſol- 
vency would purge the Film from all Eyes, died 


ſtedfaſtly believing the Family was not firmly eſtab- 


liſhed on the Throne of thoſe Realms. 
GEORGE in leaving his Hanoverian State, by tak- 
ing off the Exciſe on Proviſions, behaved like a 


Sovereign who loved and cheriſhed his People; 


ſcarce had his Head been ſurrounded with the regal 
Diadem of England, than his Miniſter dip'd his 
Hand into the Purſe of this Nation, and thence 


took two Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Pounds (See 


Gentleman and London Magazine, p. 391.) to pur- 
chaſe Bremen and Verden for the Elector of Brun/- 
wick, as if he conceived: him come the determined 


Pillager of this People; the Parliament at that Time 


not. openly. audacious, granted this Sum under 
the deceitful: Terms of Subſidies and: Arrears to 
Land Forces. EH» on. 
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By theſe Means the Evils which all honeſt and 
ſenſible Men foreſaw, would ſooner or later be the 
Effect of your Connection with German Intereſts, 
thoſe Evils which it was moſt immediately the Duty 
of an Engliſb Parliament to prevent, ſpeedily began 
to tread their malignant Influence on a new Cauſe, 
which George had purchaſed, Bremen and Verden; 
and it was perceived that thoſe Acquiſitions would 
certainly involve us in the Quarrel of the Czar and 
Denmark, with Sweden, from whom theſe Duchies 
had been taken by the Danes, and fold to George, 
who by ſuch Proceeding, had as effeCtually entan- 
gled England in the Tranſactions of thoſe Potentates, 
as the German Poſſeſſions muſt with thoſe of Germany. 
Now with Reſpect to this Kingdom and her true In- 
_ tereſt, no Change of Circumſtances from the War 
between Sweden, the Czar or Deamark could have 
been a reaſonable Cauſe of your intermedling in their 
Affairs ; for whether Sweden had conquered them or 
they Sweden, England could have riſqued but little 
Inconveniency by being inactive, as your Trade 
with each of theſe States is lucrative to them alone. 
It is therefore their Intereſt to be in Peace with 
England, tho' united under one Head, and if a Miſ- 
underſtanding had ever riſen, of what Import would 
it have been to you? who exerting your native 
Strength, have no Reaſon to dread that combin'd 
Force, and who could have ſuffered no Loſs by a 
Prohibition of Commerce; and laſtly as thoſe Pow- 
ers ſo united, would have acquired great Strength 
as a maritime Force; would they not have become 
as natural an Ally againſt France, as for it, againſt 
you in any Wars which might have happened be- 
tween this and that Nation? had Sweden been di- 
vided between Ruſſia and Denmark, a Jealouſy muſt 
naturally have been generated between thoſe two 
Powers; with one of which your being in Alliance, 
the other muſt have been withheld from aſſiſting 
F your 
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your Enemies; and thus thoſe Enemies could have 
gained no Advantage which this Kingdom would 
not participate by the encreaſed Powers of thoſe two 
Crowns; was not therefore your Purchaſe of new 
Territories to Hanover one of the moſt pernicious 
Acts which England could have been engaged in ? 
as it will be ſoon too fatally evident to admit of Con- 
tradiction. After George's Acceſſion to the Throne, 
the deluded Favourers of the Stuarts fancying that 
Things were precipitately advancing to your Ruin ; 


and that Hanover by its powerful Sympathy with 


this State muſt neceſlarily produce your Deſtruction, 
being by its Situation on every little Diſagreement 


with the Czar, Sweden, Denmark, Pruſſia, or the 


Auſtrians, conftantly open to attack from each of 
their Armies, conceived it muſt therefore hold this 
Nation in Submiſſion to the Views of thoſe Princes, 
or oblige England to defend Hanover at an immenſe 
Expence of Fleets and Subſidies to the mercenary 
Princes of Germany; Whoſe Intereſt they ſaw it be- 
came to create Diſturbances on the Account of that 
Part, in which like Achilles in his Heel, this King- 
dom was only mortal; and who being ſharpened 
by Want, would not fail of drawing Advantage 
from this portentous Connexion of England with 
_ that Electorate. 

On this Account a Rebellion was naturally begun 
by the Subjects of Great Britain, and which as it 
terminated in the Defeat and Execution of many a 
Gentleman, whoſe Honeſty and Expectations were 
ſuperior to their Undertakings, proved that as Af- 
fairs then turned out, it was a very 1ll concerted 
Meaſure. 

Tuts Event however fatal to thoſe engaged in it, 
was ſtill the moſt propitions which could have hap- 
pened to a foreign Family newly placed on the 
Throne, as it thereby became more effectually * 
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than a Length of Years could have eſtabliſhed it 
without that Incident. 

CHARLES XII. of Sweden, being unexpectedly 
returned from Bender, ſoon after George's Acceſſion 
to the Throne of thoſe Realms; the enterpriſing 


Spirit, Diſpoſition to revenge, military Capacity, 


and unconquerable Perſeverance of that Monarch, 
fill'd the Boſom of your new King with extreme Pal- 
pitation and Dread. 

Don the Abſence of Charles in the Turkiſh 
Dominions, the Czar having conquered the Swedifh 
Poſſeſſions, in Pomerania, had determined to marry 
his Niece to the Duke of Mecklemberg, and had filled 
that Dutchy with his Troops; theſe from their 


Neighbourhood to the Hanoverian Territories, cre- 


ated in George no leſs Jealouſy and Fear of the Czar, 
than he entertained of the King of Sweden; accord- 
ingly the Priſſſians, Hanoverians and Danes, having 
taken Wiſmar before the Arrival of the Nuſſian 
Troops, Pruſſia and Denmark, were prevailed on 
by the Elector to reject thoſe Troops from forming 
Part of the Garriſon of Miſmar, on a Suſpicion that 
the Czar intended to poſſeſs himſelf of that City for 
the Duke of Mecklemberg ; thus a Miſunderſtanding 
began between Peter the Great, and the Elector of 
Hanover. George therefore being intimidated by 


Charles, and a Jealouſy and Coldneſs ariſing on the 


Accountof the Czar's Proximity between him and the 
Ryfſian, to ſecure himſelf in his new Poſſeſſions, pro- 
poſes an Alliance with the Emperor of Germany, in 
Order to obtain the Inveſtiture of Bremen and Ver- 
den, and get rid of his new Neighbour the Czar, by 
the Auſtrian Intervention, or at leaſt to be more ena- 
bled to oppoſe his Deſigns againſt Hanover : The 
Ruſſian reſenting this Behaviour of George, relating 
ro the Treatment which the Former had received at 
Fiſmar, refuſed to withdraw his Troops from Meck- 
l at the Sollicitation of the Emperor of Ger- 

F 2 many, 


( 44 ) 


many, and George would not guarantee the Conqueſts 


of Ruſſia over Sweden; at this Time a Treaty was 
concluded between the Emperor and George. 

Tha this Alliance might want no Requiſite to 
make it ſucceed, George's Miniſter determined to 
break the Treaty of Utrecht, in favour of the Em- 
peror, to the Prejudice of the Duke of Savoy, and 
of the King of Spain, and oblige the Former to re- 
nounce Sicily, in Favour of Auftria, for Sardinia in 
Exchange; and thereby cut off the Spaniſh King from 
his Right of Succeſſion to Sicily, in Caſe of the Failure 
of Male Iſſue in the Houſe of Savoy, as it had been 
ſtipulated in the Treaty of recht. To this, how- 
ever prejudicial, as Affairs were then circumſtanced, 
the Court of Turin not being well able to oppoſe, 
accordingly acceded. Spain was plundered of her 
Right, and the Welfare of England, whoſe Intereſt 
it ever is to be in Amity with that Court, was ſacri- 
ficed to the ſecuring the new Acquiſitions of the 
Houſe of Hanover. This Treaty was ſigned in the 


Year 1716, between the Emperor and England, by 


which it was ſtipulated reciprocally to defend the 
Dominions of each other whereſoever ſituated. But 
as George ſtill ſuſpected that the Emperor might be 
engaged in a War with France, and thereby render- 
ed incapable of ſupporting his Hanoverian Domini- 
ons; he concluded another Treaty about Six 
Months after with the Duke of Orleans, then Regent 
of France, to the ſame Purpoſe of mutually guaran- 
tying each others Poſſeſſions in Caſe of either being 
attack'd; thus the moſt ridiculous Contradiction 
was begot which can be well imagined; vn a Rup- 
ture between France and the Emperor, England 


muſt have divided her Troops, and deſtroyed her 


own Subjeas by the Hands of one another, in Con- 
ſequence of thoſe Treaties made for the ſole Advan- 
tage of Hanoverian Dominions. 


George's Miniſter after having concluded theſe 


Treaties 
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T reaties ſo dectructive to England; not thinking the 
Elector ſecure, and reſolving to oblige the Czar to 
withdraw his Troops. from the Neighbourhood of 
his German Territories, conceived the Deſign of de- 
ſerting the Alliance of Ruſſia, though it had been 
ſtipulated never to make Peace without the Know- 
ledge and Conſent of each other ; and, according to 
the Practice of Hanoverian Faith, propoſed a Peace 


and Alliance with the King of Sweden, to oppoſe the 
Czar. | | 


Tus . Actions were 
directed by Motives entirety di from thoſe of 
George, rejected with Contempt; he reply'd that the 
Elector of Hanover, baſely ſeizing the Opportunity 
of his Abſence and Diſtreſs, had purchaſed at a vile 
Price his Duchies of Bremen and Verden from the 
Danes, and united with his Enemies to undo him; 
that during his Reſidence at Bender, he had like- 
wiſe prevailed on the Ottoman Porte, and prevented 
his obtaining a Turkiſh Army, with which to have 
_ defeated his moſt inveterate Enemy the Czar, and 
returned with Victory to his Capital; for which 
Reaſons he was determined. never to ſign a Peace, 
nor enter into Alliance with the Elector of Hanover, 
till he had taken ample Vengeance for his mean and 
diſhonourable Proceedings. This Overture of a ſe- 
parate Peace with Sweden, being known to the Czar, | 
he conceived it as a daſtardly Tergiverſation on the | 
Part of George, and was little leſs irritated than 
Charles, on Account of his treacherous Duplicity of 
Conduct: He conſidered the Hauoverian Elector as a 
puſillanimous Being, deſerting the Shores of England, 
and floating on the Waves of his Germanic Intereſt, 
like a drowning Wretch catching at every Object 
which occaſionally offered, quitting one to ſeize an- 
other; faithleſsly renouncing the Alliance of Sweden 
to purchaſe Bremen and Verden; uniting with him 
to undo the unhappy Sweat in his Abſence and e. 
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treſs; then on the Return of Charles, and Proximi- 
ty of Ruſſian Troops to his German Territories, as 
diſhonourably rejecting him to form an Alliance with 


the Former, renouncing your Intereſts by his 


Treaty with France, ſacrificing them by his injuring 
Spain, and all to purchaſe the Emperor to ſupport 
his electoral Poſſeſſions; the Cauſe of all which was 
even more diſtant from the good of this Realm, than 
it is from this Globe to that of Saturn, and as little 
worthy your Concern, as to oppoſe the next Echplc 
of one of the Satellites of that Planet. 

Ox thoſe illiberal Proceedings of George's Miniſter 
it was, that Baron Goertz planned his Deſign of re- 


conciling the Courts of Peterſburgh and Stockbolm, | 
and as dethroning Kings and putting others in their 


Place, made not the leaſt Part of the ruling Diſpo- 
ſition of the Swedi/b Monarch, he entered with much 
Spirit into the Propoſition of dethroning George ; 
animated thereto by his Thirſt of Vengeance on him, 
and not by his Deſire of re-eſtablifhing the Fami- 
ly of Stuart. This Deſign being diſcovered, it was 
prevented at that Time, and a Fleet of Twenty- 
one Ships of the Line, with Frigates and Fire-Ships, 
was ſent into the Baltic to defend the Hanoverian 
Dominions, diſguiſed under a Pretext of preventing 
the Czar and Swede, from uniting in the Deſign of 
placing the Stuarts on the Throne of England, and 
War was declared againſt Sweden. 

Tuts Intention the Czar abſolutely denied in a 


long Memorial, and upbraided George's Adminiſtra- 
tion with Perfidy, in ſecretly renouncing their Alli- 


ance with him, and attempting to make a ſeparate 
Peace with Sweden, which being anſwered both on 
the Part of Hanover, and of this Court, it was by 
each confeſs'd, that they did not believe him con- 
cern'd in the Deſign to reſtore the Family of Stuart ; 
which Anſwer offers an inconteſtible Proof that Ha- 
noderian Intereſts were the ſole Cauſe of the Equip: 
ment and Deſtination of this Fleet. ABOUT 
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AnourT this Time the King of Sweden finiſhed a 
Life in every Inſtance unexampled and romantic, 


by a Death almoſt as ſingular. In Conſequence ot 


which, the Czar was diſappointed in his Views on 
Germany, and his Alliance with the Swede, and George 
was ealed of his Apprehenſions from that Quarter : 
by which Millions of your Money, and Thouſands 
of your Lives were happily prevented from being 
waſted on the Account of German Poſleſſions, and a 
German Elector. 

' Hencs it is evident, had this Deſign of invading 
England taken Place, a civil War enſued, your 
Blood been waſted, and fellow Subjects brought to 
the Block, they muſt have riſen from the perfidious 
Behaviour of Hanover with the northern Powers, 
and not from any Attachment of thoſe Princes to 
the Stuarts; that all this Expence which had been 
incurred during this Time, and every Alliance 
which had been concluded by George's Miniſtry, was 
abſolutely for the Preſervation of the electoral Do- 
minions, and to the utter Neglect and Prejudice of 


- this Nation. 


Nok was it as a Nation only that you were, durin 
this Time, ſold and ſacrificed to the Intereſt of Ha- 
noverians; as Individuals in private Inſtances you 
were reduced to the ſame ignominious State; for, 
according to the Words of Mr. Walpole, ſince Earl 
of Orford, at that Time out of Place, the Offices 
under the Crown- were become the vendible Pro- 
perty of German Followers. In the Houſe of Com- 
mons he openly declared, that one of the chief 
Reaſons for reſigning his Place, was becauſe he 
| refuſed to connive at the Schemes of mercenary 

| Germans, and that one of thoſe mean Fellows who 


had audaciouſly taken upon him to diſpoſe of Em- 


ployments, had ſaucily demanded Two Thouſand 
Five Hundred Pounds for a Place which Mr. al- 


pole had given his own Son, under the inſolent Pre- 
| 3 text 
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ext that he could have fold it for ſo much Money; 
to ſuch an enormous Height of Impudence, were 
thoſe venal Hanoveriaus arrived who followed George 
into England, and to ſo abject a Condition were you 
fallen in Public and private Capacity in the Space 


of Three Years, after the happy Acceſſion of the 


illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover to the Crown of theſe 


Realms. | 
PeRMIT me now to turn your Eyes back to a 


more intimate Examination of the Conduct of 


George's Adminiſtration, with reſpect to Affairs be- 
tween the Emperor, Spain, France, and Turin. 

LEwis the Fourteenth being dead, and the Duke 
of Orleans declared ſole Regent, contrary to the 
Will of that Monarch, a Miſunderſtanding had 
ariſen between the Duke of Orleans and the King of 


Spain, and the French Nation was divided into two 
Factions: befides this there was Reaſon to believe 


there would be a long Minority, as the young King 

was like to live: France had not yet recovered the 

Calamities of the laſt War: her Commerce was not 

re-eſtabliſhed, and her Fleet totally reduced to Im- 
otency. , 

In England there ſtill remained the ſame conquer- 
ing General with thoſe who had ſerved under him 
in the late War; your Fleet was extremely power- 
ful; and the Veteran Troops ſtill willing to finiſh 
their Days in the Field of Victory. 

By this auſpicious Death of Lewis, a Power was 
offered of your joining Spain againſt France, and by 
making up a Peace between the Emperor and the 
Spaniſh Court, to which the Latter muſt be natu- 
rally induced by her Miſunderftanding with the Re- 
gent; of remedying all the Evils of the laſt Peace; 


and whilſt thoſe Powers on the Continent were at- 


racking the Kingdom of France, divided by Fac- 


tion, might you not have driven the French by your 


Fleet from all their Colonies, and thus have eſta- 


bliſhed - 
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bliſhed the Commerce and Happineſs of England 
for ever? By this Difference of Spain with France, 
was not an Opportunity of accompliſhing all that 
had been purſued in the late War, relative to ſet- 
tling the Crown of Spain in the Houſe of Auſtria, as 


it reſpected you, to be obtained eaſily? And a_ 


Power of humbling France in one Year more effec- 
tually, than it could have been done in Ten, during 
the Life of Lewis XIV? and yet this was totally 
neglected by the very Men who held Oxford in Pri- 
ſon, and, having baniſhed Bolingbroke, were eternally 
pouring forth Execrations on them for concluding 
the Peace of Utrecht. Inſtead then of joining with 
Spain, and eftabliſhing an Alliance between that 
Power and the Emperor, to promote the Proſperity 
of England, and unite with the Spaniard againſt 
France, to which the Articles of the Treaty of 
Utrecht uncomplied with, offered a very juſtifiable 
Reaſon; George's Miniſter concluded the Treaty 
with the Emperor already mentioned, to deprive 
Spain of her Right to Sicily, and with the Duke of 
Orleans to defend him againſt the Attacks of Spain, 
for the ſole Cauſe of preſerving the Hanover Domi- 


nions, under the ſpecious Pretence of Dread from 


the Pretender's being ſo near as Avignon, and to 
have him removed from thence; as if that could 


have leſſened his Intereſt in this Country, and to 


the abſolute Neglect even the Sacrifice of Heca- 
tombs of Engliſp Welfare; ſuch were the ungrateful 
Tranſactions of George's Miniſtry, relating to a People 
who had ſo recently preſented their Maſter with 
theſe Kingdoms. | 

THe Spaniard, however, having detected the Mi- 
niſtry of George in this illiberal Breach of Public 
Faith and folemn Treaties, by their having under- 


taken to diſpoſe of his Right to Sicily without his 


Knowledge and Conſent, determined to do Juſtice 


to himſelf ; fitted out a conſiderable Fleet; and as 
G | no 
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no Peace had been concluded between him and the 
Auſtrians, attacked and took the Ifland of Sardinia, 
in order to prevent its being exchanged for Sicily. 

O this Event the Emperor laid claim to the A(- 

ſiſtance of England in Conſequence of his late Al- 
liance, though not a Syllable of that Requiſition 

tranſpired, in the Meſſage which was ſent to the 
Houle of Commons by George, to requeſt the Means 
of equipping a naval Armament, and ſending it 
where it ſhould be thought neceſſary : All which 
was diſguiſed under the ſpecious Term of England's 
Welfare, to which the polite and parſimonious Com- 
mons moſt readily anſwered, with a Promiſe of 


granting all that was deſired, notwithſtanding they 
had already granted more than was provided for, 


and without once requiring to know the Cauſe of it : 
In Confequence of this the Mediation which was 
offered by England and France to accommodate the 
Differences between Spain and the Emperor, were 
contemptuouſly rejected by the Spaniſh Court; they 
were convinced that your Hanoverian King's Mi- 
miſter who had broken the Treaty of Utrecht, agreed 
to defraud them of their conditional Inheritance of 
Sicily, to purchaſe the Emperor to ſecond his elec- 
toral Views, and combined with the Regent to the 
utter Neglect of Englith Welfare, would not heſitate 
at any ignominious Action which might be agree- 
able to the Emperor or Regent of France; in Con- 
ſequence of this, vaſt Preparations by Sea and Land, 
were carried on, with the utmoſt Vigour, in the Ports 
of Spain. 

As the natural Effect of all this Ba bete Faith, 
the moſt unexampled, and perhaps the moſt auda- 
cious Treaty that Sovereigns had ever the hardi- 
neſs to form, was entered upon, concluded and 
named the Quadruple Alliance, between the Empe- 
ror, France, England, and Holland, in which it was 
moſt arbitrarily combined to compel the Kings of 


Spain 
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Spain and Sardinia to accept the Conditions which 
ſhould be offered them: Theſe were couched under 
the ſpecious Pretext of preſerving the Public Tran- 
quillity, and removing the Jealouſies that were en- 
creaſing amongſt the Sovereigns of Europe. Amongſt 
the Articles ot which it was declared, that the King 
of Spain ſhould be obliged to renounce his Right to 
the Reverſion of Sicily, and the Duke of Savoy ex- 
change that Ifland for Sardinia. Thus in the moſt 
arbitrary Manner the above Powers forced them- 
ſelves upon thoſe two Crowns as the Diſpoſers of 
their Rights, and the Dominions of Italy were di— 
ſtributed about, as if they had been the Sovereigns 
of the Creation, endowed with the Right of diſ- 
poſing it according to their Inclination, in Breach 
of Treaties and Inattention to Eugliſb Welfare. 

IT muſt be obſerved however, . this Treaty 
was ſtiled the Quadruple Alliance, the States Gene- 
ral clearly perceiving it contradictory to their Wel- 
fare, delayed to ſign it, till Faction and ſome other 
ſiniſter Motives prevailed over the true Intereſt of 
that Government, as it had already over that of 
fingland. 

Is Conſequence of this, Admiral Byng failed 
from the Mediteranean, and defeated the Spaniſh 
Fleet in Defence of Sicily; an Action which brought 
infinite Miſchief and Diſhonour on this Nation, in 
the Opinion of Men who are not Spaniards ; par- 
ticularly as War had not been declared between us 
and Spain, and as no Treaty obliged us to defend 
the Territories of Savoy, to which Sicily then be- 
longed, in Favour of an Exchange with Auſtria - 
But as the Faith of George's Miniſtry had been al- 
ready broken with Spain, this perfidious Action in 
Favour of Auſtria was added to the Former. Thus 
this unjuſtifiable Defeat created much ill Blood be- 
tween this Kingdom and Spain; your Trade was ſa- 
crificed, and your Treaſure ſquandered only to gra- 
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tify the Emperor, and induce him to defend the Ha- 
noverian Dominions ; and the ſame polite Majority 
of a Houſe of Commons, which had fo bare facedly 
voted that his Majeſty by his Treaty with the Re- 


gent, had in a great Meaſure recovered thoſe Advan- 


tages which might have been expected from a ſuc- 


ceſsful War, and were given up by a treacherous | 


and diſhonourable Peace, approved it. 

Ap notwithſtanding in that Treaty with the Re- 
gent, not the leaſt Attention had been either given 
to ſettling the Bounds of Nova Scotia, fixing your 
Right to St. Lucia more explicitly, or cauſing the 
Iſland of F7/paniola to be quitted by the French, to 
the aſcertaining and accompliſhing all which, you 
were entitled by the Peace of Utrecht ; theſe honour- 
able Men however, encouraged by Numbers, and 
bribed by Place and Penſion, dared to applaud that 
flagitious Treaty, and clamorouſly declared that 
it was high Time the haughty Houſe of Spain ſhould 
be humbled. Such was the Complexion of thoſe 


Guardians of your Privileges at that Time, who had 


it in their Power to have reduced France to any De- 
gree of Humiliation by joining Spain and the Empe- 
ror, and yet rejecting that, and curling the Conclu- 
ders of the Peaceof Utrecht, enſlaved the good of this 
Nation to the Views of Hanover. 

Tux ill Treatment which Spain had received 
from this Miniſtry, naturally turned the Views of Car- 
dinal Alberoni towards Vengeance; it was not to be 


wondered then that the Spaniards in Conſequence of _ 


- fuch Meaſures, had taken our Merchant Ships, 
under the Pretence of being engaged in illicit 
Trade, and that Spain thought it but ſtrict Juſtice to 
attempt dethroning him, whoſe Miniſter, by an un- 


precedented Alliance, had deſpotically diſpoſed of her 


Inheritance of Sicily without even aſking her Conſent; 

on this Account an Attempt to place tlie Stuarts on 
the Throne df England was s undertaken, and a con- 
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ſiderable Fleet ſent from Cadiz towardsScotland,which 
Heaven at that Time thought fit to diſperſe by 
Winds and Tempeſts, fo that few landing in the 


Norgh of this Iſland, the Affair was ſoon put to an 


End. 

Tus a ſecond Attempt to reinſtate the Sz4arts miſ- 
carried; and a Deluge of Britiſh Blood, that otherwiſe 
would have drenched its native Soil, was ſaved from 
being ſhed on a Cauſe which the pernicious Effects 
of Hanwerian Influence, over Engliſh Councils, had 
engendered, Spain at this Time, no more than Swe— 
den heretofore, engaging in this Deſign through 
Love of the abdicated Family ; Vengeance on the 
Tergiverſation and Perfidy of George's Adminiſtra- 


tion, being the ſole Motive in each of thete Princes, 


towards the Deſign of re-eſtabliſhing them; the Ap- 
prehenſion of the Spaniſh Invaſion being thus blown 
away, George reſolved to reviſit his German Do- 
minions, his Delight and your Perdition. And as 
his Terror on the Account of Bremen and Verden, 
was greatly diſſipated by the Death of Charles XII. 


and Affairs greatly changed in Sweden, he reſolved 


to conclude a Peace with that State now in an ex- 


hauſted Condition. At the ſame Time to be eaſed of 


his Fears of the Czar alſo, George undertook to bring 
about a Peace amongſt all the northern Powers. 
Ir was begun between Sweden and England, and 


a proviſional Treaty ſigned in July 1719. In Con- 


ſequence of which Bremen and Verden were conceded 


to the Elector of Hanover; to accompliſh which, 
Seventy Two Thouſand Pounds of your Money 
were granted by your Guardians for this Second Pur- 
_ chaſe of the ſame Thing, under the deluſive Terms 


of enabling his Majeſty to make good his Engage- 
ments lately entered into with the Court of Szock- 
holm, notwithſtanding the Guaranty of the Emperor 
and of Denmark, from the Latter of which it had 
been before purchaſed, This then was a new _ 

| ce 
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fice of your Money to purchaſe the Swede from that 
Alliance which it had been apprehended was 
forming with the Czar; to pave the Way to get 
diſembarraſſed of the diſagreeable Neighbourhood 


of Ruſſian Forces; and fix Bremen and Verden in the 
Elector of Hanover. 


By Degrees the Kings of Poland, Ruſſia, and 


Denmark, were drawn into this Peace, and as the 
London and Royal Exchange Infurance Offices, had 
Juſt before given Six Hundred Thouſand Pounds for 
the Eſtabliſhment of their Companies, to the uſe 
of his Majeſty, in Order to diſcharge the Debts and 
Expences of his Civil Government; and as no Liſts 
of thoſe Debts had ever been laid before the Houſe 
of Commons ; it 1s ſcarce conceivable but that 
George diſpoſed of this Money amongſt the venal 
Powers of the North, to purchaſe an Agreement 
amongſt them: Thus this bleſſed Acquiſition of 
Bremen and Verden, had in Five Years Time coſt 


this Nation above a Million of Money, beſides vaſt 


Expences in Fleets and Subſidies : The Czar, who 
ſtill held out, was to be domineer'd into a Peace 
by the Threats of treating him as the Spaniards 
had been treated in the Mediterranean ; and Admi- 
ral Norris was ſent into the Baltic with a large Fleet, 
to put that Buſineſs in Execution. In this Manner 
Things ſtood in the North. 
Wirn Reſpect to Spain, War having been de- 


clared, two Fleets were fitted out againſt that Power, 
one under Lord Cobham to take Corunna, which ter- 


minated in taking the defenceleſs Port of Vigo, ano- 
ther was ſent under Heſier to attack Peru, which 
performed nothing. 

By this Time it ſeems Hanover being at Eaſe 
from her Dread of loſing Bremen and Verden, and 
of the Ruſſians which had been in her Neighbour- 
hood, and a Source of Diſcontent ſtarting up be- 
tween the Emperor and that Electorate, George's 

Miniſter 
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Miniſter determined to make a ſeparate Peace with 
Spain, tho' by the Treaty of 1916, it was ſtipulated, 
that neither Auſtria nor England ſhould recall their 
Succours till each was ſatisfied, the Cauſe of this 
Hanoverian Tergiverſation muſt be explained to you. 

IT ſeems the Emperor of Germany had refuſed the 
Inveſtiture of Bremen and Verden to that Elector, on 
Account of a Claim which had been entered againſt 


it by the Duke of Holſtein; this the Hanoverian 


greatly reſented on the Part of the Auſtrian, ex- 
pecting that as his Miniſter had broken all Faith, 
and ſacrificed England towards the obtaining Sicily 
for the Emperor, that the Latter would be equally 
regardleſs of Juſtice, and ſacrifice the Duke of Hol- 
ſtein's Right to him; but as this was refuſed by 
the Court of Vienna, George had concluded the above 
mentioned Treaty with Spain. Thus it is evident 
that as Hanoverian Views had ſolely actuated to 
cauſe the deſtructive and unjuſt Rupture with Spain, 
in Favour of the Emperor, ſo in like Manner this 
Concluſion of Peace with the Court of Madrid, had 
proceeded from a Reſentment that George had con- 
ceived againſt the Court of Vienna, on Account of 
refuſing him the Inveſtiture of his new Duchies ; 
and that Engliſþ Motives had effected nothing on 
either Occaſion of Peace or War. For it can ſcarce 
be credited, that had the Emperor been as iniquit- 
ouſly complaiſant to George as the Miniſter of the 
Latter had been to him, but that War againſt Spain 
had been ſtill continued. | 
NoTHING can give a more convincing Proof of 
the avowed Iniquity of Admiral Byng's being or- 
dered to attack the Spaniards, and that it was not 
intended for Engliſh Welfare, than the Articles 
which were concluded on in this Treaty with Spain. 
Ir was agreed that England ſhould repay for all 
the Ships of the Spaniards, which had been taken 
by Mr. Byng : Thus you were not only obliged at 
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an immenſe Expence in Favour of Hanoverian Views, 


to fit out a vaſt Fleet to defeat the Spaniards, but 
even on the ſame Account to pay for the very Ships 
which Mr. Byng had taken and deſtroyed in that 
Action. | : 

Bu a Treaty ſigned at Madrid Fune 13, 1721, 
the ſame Day the above had been ſigned at Lon- 
don ; it was ſtipulated that Spain and England ſhould 
mutually defend each others Dominions wherever 


ſituated, againſt all Enemies whatſoever; and yet 


though Sparn and this Nation were both at War with 
the Moors, at that Time the Miniſtry of George, no 
later than the ſucceeding Twelfth of Auguſt, ſigned 
a ſeparate Peace with the Moors; fo regardleſs were 
they of the public Faith, and the Preſervation of 
Treaties. So many Breaches of national Engage- 
ments had never diſgraced this Kingdom during fo 
ſhort a Space; and the Honour of England then rt 
began to be ſuſpected amongſt all Nations, and to 


this Ignominy you were reduced by the fatal In- 


fluence of Hanoverian Councils, over the Conduct 


of theſe Realms. That this Peace with Spain, was 


the Child of Hanoverian Reſentment againſt the 
Emperor. and not that of Engliſo Welfare, is ſtill 
more evident, becauſe George had promiſed to pro- 
cure Gibraltar to be given up to that Crown, and 
no Proviſion nor Care had been taken to prevent 
the Outrages committed againſt your Trade by 


Spaniſh Guarda Coſtas; and that thoſe Proceedings 


were generally conſidered in that Light, a very coer- 
cive Evidence may be drawn from the Memorial 


delivered by Peter the Great, to the Engliſo Factory 


at Peterſburgh, which I ſhall tranſcribe. 
Peterſburgh, Jan. 29, 1 721. 


© Tt is notorious in what an unjuſt and injurious 


Manner our Reſident was ſent away from the 
Court of England; which having done us a great 
. - and 
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and ſenſible Wrong, ought naturally to have en- 
gaged us to uſe Repriſals, according to what is 
practiſed every where elſe ; but as we perceive that 
all this is done without any Regard to the In- 
tereſt of Fngland, and only in Favour of the 
Hanoverian Intereſt, for which the Miniſters of 
Great-Britain, not only neglect the Friendſhip of 
foreign Powers, but do not even ſpare their own 
Country, which more nearly and more ſenſibly 
concerns them; we were unwilling that the Eng- 
* liſh Nation, which has no Share in that Piece of 
* Inuſtice, ſhould ſuffer for it, and therefore we 
grant to them all Manner of Security and free 
Liberty to trade in all our Dominions. 

THis was the Opinion that every Court in Eu- 
rope, as well as that of Ruſſia, entertained at that 
Time concerning the Conduct of George's Adminiſ- 

tration; and each of them conſidered the diſtreſ- 
ſing Hanover, as the moſt certain Means by which 
to ſubject England to their Deſigns. The Emperor 
being not a little irritated at this Hanoverian Breach 
of Honour in not keeping Treaties, determined to 
ſhew the Engliſh that their Attachment to electoral 
Intereſts, might be attended with Diſadvantage to 
their own Country, and thereupon he entered into 
the Deſign of erecting an Eaſt-India Company at 
Oſtend at the ſame Time the Miſunderſtanding 
between the Auſtrian and Hanoverian was farther 
encreaſed, on the Account of an Affair between the 
Courts of Hanover and Mechlemberg. 

Ano as that Tranſaction has contributed not a 
little towards accelerating and encreaſing the Cala- 
mities of this Country; permit me to lay before 
you as much of it as will be ſufficient to elucidate 
in what Manner it proved fo deſtructive to this 
Kingdom. Ee | 

Ir ſeems ſometime before the illuſtrious Houſe of 


Hanover had aſcended the Throne of theſe Realms, 
5 | H | there 
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there had ariſen great Miſunderſtanding between 


the Duke of Mecklemberg and his Subjects, which 
Diſagreement was encreaſed into violent Conten- 
tions, between the ſucceeding Duke Charles Leopold 
and his Subjects. Soon after the Death of his Pre- 
deceſſor, the Subjects complained that he treated 
them with Injuſtice, Oppreſſion and Tyranny, and 
their Sovereign aver'd that they, behaving like Mu- 
tineers and Rebels, had diſavowed all Allegiance 
to him. The Truth of which latter Aſſertion, there 
appeared the greater Reaſon: to believe, becauſe the 
Elector of Hanover, had not only afforded an 


Aſylum to thoſe who having committed great Crimes 


againſt their Sovereign, had fled to . his Country, 
but rewarded them alſo according to the atrociouſ- 
nels of their Actions; all which Protection and En- 
couragement were conſidered by the Duke as pro- 
ceeding from an Intent in George to create a Sedi- 


tion, by which he was to be depoſed by his own. 


Subjects. 

GEORGE being now ſeated on the Throne of 
England, the Subjects of Mecklemberg, excited to it 
by his Means, applied for Redreſs of Grievances, 
real or pretended, to'the Emperor of Germany, and 
in which they were vigorouſly ſuſtained by the Elec- 
tor of Hanover, and in Conſequence of this Appli- 
cation, that Affair was laid before the Aulic Coun- 
cil. It is to be remarked alſo, that at this Time the 
Intereſt of George was extremely prevalent at Vienna, 
occaſioned by that recent Breach of miniſterial Faith 
with Sparn, in the Treaty concluded with the Em- 
peror, May 25, 1716. This being the Caſe, a 
Commiſſion called a Conſervatorium Imperiale, was 
ſpeedily iſſued out Auguſt 21, of the fame Year, 
impowering the Fleior of Hagover, and Duke of 
Molfenbuttel, as Directors of the Circle of lower 
Saxony, to ſuperintend the Affairs of Mecklenberg, 
and to prevent the Subjects from the Oppreſſion of 
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their Prince; in Conſequence of which Authority 
of the Conſervatorium Imperiale, each of the before 
mentioned Princes of Hanover and Wolfenbuttel, 
were to march what Troops they thought neceſlary 
into the Duchy of Mecklemberg ; theſe were to be 
maintained at the Expence of that Territory, and 
the Government - thereof, which was renewed in 
1717, was inveſted in theſe Princes. This without 
Doubt was a reciprocal Strain of Politeneſs on" the 
Part of Auſtria towards Hanger in Return for 
George's having agreed to take Sicily from the 
Spaniard and Biedmonteſe, and give it to the Em- 
peror, and no great Mark of Equity towards Duke 
Charles Leopold, whoſe Affairs were to be conducted 
by a Prince, who had not only given Protection to 
his Subjects that had fled from Juſtice, but even 
encouraged them in their rebellious Diſpoſitions. 
Ix this Manner Things being ſituated with Re- 
ſpect to Meckl/emberg, it was generally believed that 
a general Revolt would have been the Conſequence 
of it, by Means of the Machinations of the Houſe of 
Hanover when Duke Charles Leopold being once de- 
poſed, he might be induced to fell his Right to the 
Elector at a ſmall Price; and thus Eugliſb Money 
might have have been again erniciouſly ſquandered 
in that Purchaſe, as it had efore been for Bremen 
and Verden. But as the Duke of Mecklemberg had 
eſpouſed the Neice of the Czar, the Ruf/ian prevent- 

ed; in a great meaſure, the Deſign which George 
, intended towards that Duchy. 
Ir-ſeems, however well diſpoſed the Emperor had 
formerly been towards Hanover's acquiring Mecklem- 
berg, the Peace which George's Miniſtry had lately 
concluded with Spain, by which, according to the 
Tenor of 'Hanoverian Faith, the Emperor thought 
_ himſelf difh6hourably deſerted, had created no 
| ſmall Reſentment in the Auſtrian ; and that Court be- 
gan to {ee things with Eyes very different from 9 5 

2 wit 


e 
with which they had beheld them, when George had 


been their faſt Ally: at which Time the Affair of 


Mecklemberg being, again laid before the Emperor 
for his Deciſion, the immenſe Sum of Millions of 
Rix Dollars was reduced to that of Six Hundred 
Sixty Seven Thouſand Three Hundred Ninety-nine, 
about a Hundred and Twenty Thouſand Pounds 
Sterling. Now as the Electors of Hanover have 
ever been moſt exemplarily diſtinguiſhed by the 
Love of Juſtice in deteſting the Ideas of Avarice; 

complying with the Legacies and Donations of their 
Fathers Wills, and diſcharging the Debts which 
they had incurred by the Purchaſe of acquired Ter- 
ritories ; ought it not to be concluded that the Em- 
peror behaved like an unjuſt Chancellor, and the 
Elector as a righteous Claimant ? and therefore that 


George had Reaſon to reſent that Uſage of reducing 


ſo egregiouſly his Demand, and of not taking the 
Money. In this Manner Rood the Affairs of Europe, 
at that Time reſpecting this Kingdom. | 
Donis this Time the execrable Scheme of the 
South-Sea took Place, in which it will be ſeen that 
German Influence might not a little contribute to in- 
ſtitute that nefarious Bubble. It appeared to the Par- 
liament that before the paſſing the Act for that Pro- 
ject, a fictitious Stock had been diſpoſed of to ſeveral 
Perſons, by the Directors, amongſt which are to be 
found the venerable Names of the Ducheſs of Ken- 


dal, the Counteſs of Platen and her Two Nieces, 


to each of which Ten Thouſand Pounds had been 
given; and as their Aſcendant over George was then 
publickiy believed, it cannot be conceived but that 
it was beſtowed with a View to obtain his Influence 
over his Miniſters, to facilitate the paſſing that.ini- 


quitous Act; ſuch was the meritricious Power of 


German Harlotry over the Welfare of England ſup- 
poſed to be at that Time: and probably the late 
Queen, could ſhe find a i Method of diſcovering 


what 
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what ſhe knows, might reveal many Inſtances of 
German Influence, operating to your Undoing; 
and in all likelihood there have been Biſhops, Arch- 
biſhops and others in high Office, who could have. 
aſſured you that the Prevalence of German Concu- 
binage over the Intereſt of England, did not ceaſe 
with the Death of the above-named Harlots. Thus 
as a Nation, were you not ſacrificed to the Intereſts 
of Hanover by Miniſters, and as Individuals ima- 
gined to be fold for the Profit of Concubines. TY 
NorwITHSTAN DING this when the City of Lon- 
don waited on George to congratulate him on the 
Birth of the Duke of Cumberland, he took Occaſion 
in his Anſwer to tell them he was concerned at the 
Calamity brought upon them by the wicked Manage- 
ment of the Squth-Sea Company ; that the Cauſe of 
any Part of this Misfortune could not be imputed to 
him with the leaſt Juſtice ; and that he wiſhed nothing 
ſo much as to encourage and revive their Commerce, 
From all which it muſt be concluded, that the 
German Queans had never requeſted him to pro- 
mote the Scheme, though they had taken the Mo- 
ney, or that he had abſolutely diſregarded their Ap- 
plication; that he was Ignorant in what Manner his 
Alliances with France and Germany, againſt Spain, 
had been ruinous to your Trade; or that he valued 
the Preſervation of Truth in that Anſwer, as little 
as his Miniſter did his Faith in Public Treaties. 
Tuis Anſwer relating to the South-Sea Scheme, 
which brought Ruin on ſo many Thouſands, was not 
implicitly received by the whole Nation; and the 
- manifeſt Proofs of Hanoverian Intereſts preſidin 
"over the Welfare of England, as well as the Appre- 
henſion that future Times might yet be more Fertile 
in Miſchief to this Country, operated fo ſtrongly on 
the Minds of many People, who wiſhed well to their 
native Land, that they conceived the miſtaken De- 
ſign of dethroning George, This being timely diſ- 
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covered, you were once more providentially ſaved 


from a civil War, which would not have been fo 
much undertaken in Favour of the Stuarts, as to be 


free d from that Influence, which ſeemed ſo pernici- 


ous in the Eyes of thoſe deluded Men. Thus your 
Blood was ſpared, and the Illuſtrious Houfe of Ha- 
rover ſtill preſerved to Reign over you, not having 
then completed the Intent,. for which Providence 
thought fit to place it on the Throne of theſe 
Realms. OLE 
Tut next Affair of a private Nature was the Har- 
Burgh Lottery, another Kind of Bubble which took 
its Name from a Town in the Electoral Dominions 
of Hanover; the Pretext given out to countenance 
it, Was the ſettling a Trade for your Woollen Manu- 
factures between England and Germanyů rx: 
Tuts Scheme propoſed the raiſing One Million 
Five Hundred Thouſand: Pounds on the above Ac- 
count, and the Projectors made uſe of his Majeſty's 
facred' Name to promote the Subſcription. - But as 
the Majority of a Houſe of Commons exactly re- 
fembling in Integrity and Deſign, that which 
thanked his Majeſty for his Treaty with the Regent 
of France, and granted him Supplies unenquiring 
the Motives, had reſolved that this Rumour was 


Spread abroad without the Authority of George ; would 


it not be Inſolence in Extreme, to believe he had 
in any Degree given Encouragement to this Lottery, 
particularly when, from the whole Series of his Con- 
duct, it is ſeen in what Manner the Intereſts of Eng- 
land were ſo ſtrictly purſued by hin?: 

© Such having been the Proceedings of George's 
- Minifters in England, and ſuch the Tranſactions of 
publick Affairs amongſt the different Powers of Eu- 
rope; I come now to lay before you, even more 
: eonſpicuous and flagrant Proofs of the fatal Effects 
of Hamverian Influence over Engliſh Councils. 


Tur Congrels of Brunſwick and that of Cambray, 


having 
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-having Arad ineffectual to adjuſt the Den 


of the Princes whoſe Intereſts were agitated at thoſe 
Places, they entered into ſeparate Negociations 
whereby to accommodate their Affairs. 

Tre Czar and the King of Sweden were upon a 
Treaty of Alliance to ſupport the Pretenſions of the 
Duke of Holſtein to Sleſwick, which George had gua- 
rantied to Denmark ; the Apprehenſion of this Union 
between the Czar and the Swede, created no little 
Trepidation alſo on the Account of Bremen and Ver- 
den; the Regent of France and King of Spain had been 
reconciled when Peace was made between the laſt 
named Court and this of England; and the Infanta 
of Spain had been eſpouſed to the young King of 
France: Theſe Two Crowns being again thus firmly 
united, exerted their Power to induce the Czar to 
Join the Alliance. At the ſame time, more advanta- 
geous Treaties were offered to tempt England to 
give up not only Gibraltar, in Conſequence of a 
Promiſe, which George, in a Letter under his own 
Hand had made to the Spaniſb Court, and in which 
were the following Words. I do no longer bal- 
< lance to aſſure your Majeſty of my Readineſs to 


_ © ſatisfy you with Regard to your Demand, touching 


© the Reſtitution of Gibraltar, but even Minorca 


© alſo,” Beſides theſe, he was to oppoſe the Oftend 


Company, which proceeded from its viſibly interfer- 
ing with the French, and deſiſt from intermedling 
in the Affairs of Traly, on which Part of Europe, 
Spain had formed ſome Deſigns for her Family againſt 


the Emperor, Theſe Treaties, in Favour of Com- 


merce, were undoubtedly deviſed by France .and 
Spain, as Motives to induce the Engliſb to be ſilent 
under the Injuries which they muſt ſuffer by the 
Loſs of Minorca and Gibraltar, and might or might 
not be complied with thereafter, as Spain ſhould 


chuſe; but the Surrender of the above-named Pla- 


ces being once e compleated, there could be no Re- 
vocation 
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"vocation on your Side of the Queſtion, and they 


muſt in all Probability be gone for ever; but the Ar- 
gument which it was conceived would operate moſt 


effectually on George, was the Protection of Hanover 
From the Czar and Swede, of which he was in conti- 


nual Dread, from the Treaty in Agitation between 
the two latter Powers. 
Ix this perplexing Intiiacy of Circumſtances, 


George's Adminiſtration was not yet hardy enough to 
comply with the Demands of France and Spain re- 


ſpecting Minorca and Gibraltar, to part of which his 
Letter confirms they were not diſinclined, he was 

afraid the advantageous Offers of an increaſed Com- 
merce, might not appear in Engliſh Eyes a ſufficient 


Compenſation for the real Loſs of two Ports, ſo eſſen- 


tially neceſſary for ſuſtaining your Mediterranean 
Trade ; particularly as at that Time the Clamours 
againſt Spaniſh Depredations, offered ſtrong Rea- 
ſon to believe that the Court of Madrid would ob- 
ſerve no new Treaty of Commerce, with more good. 
Faith than it had the Former. 

Ar this Time however that the Hanoverian Do- 
minions might be as ſafe from Injury as he could 
well place them, he entered into a more intimate 
Alliance with Denmark and Pruſſia, to oppoſe the 
Storms which ſeemed gathering to blow upon them 
from the Ruſſian and Sede; but as the King of Sar- 


dinia, the Dukes of Tuſcany, Parma and Modena, 


had in their Memorials proteſted againſt the Treaty 
of London; and as France and Spain ſeemed well in- 
clined to unite in their Support, and Hoſtilities were 
ready to break out; George's Miniſter was loft in a 
Labyrinth of Treaties, without a Clue which might 
conduct him into Safety. 


He found himſelf on the Eve of ſuſtaining a War 


againſt France and Spain, if he determined to ſup- 
port the Treaty of London, and againſt the Rufſian 
and Suede, if chey ſhould. attack Hanoter or her 
DPominions, 
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Dominions, without all Aid but that of Denmark 
and Pruſſia the Emperor being reſolved on as a 
Perſon not to be aſſiſted or conſidered as an Ally 
on the Account of his Deciſion of the Mecklemberg 


Affair, and Reſuſal of the Inveſture of Bremen and 


Verden, to this perplexing Dilemma was this Nation 
reduced by a Train of Treaties made to the Ruin of 
England, and for the aggrandizing Hanover. 
Tu Union of the French and Spaniſh Courts, 
being now ſo ſtrengthened by the Eſpouſal of the 
Infanta, together with the preceding Circumſtances 
already mentioned, formed a Situation of great 
Embaraſſment; and every Thing appeared dark 
and threatning all around the Horizon of George's 
Politics; the Emperor, France, Spain, Ruſſia and 
Sweden, ready to unite, if not in Alliance, at leaſt 
in operation, to diſtreſs him as Elector of Hanover, 
by attacking his German Dominions, and as King 
of England, by obliging his Miniſter to diſpleaſe 
the People of that State, by their inſiſting on his 
Maſter's complying with his Promiſe of procuring 
the Surrender of Gibraltar. In this Manner the 
Thunder of divine Wrath ſeem'd to be breaking on 
his Head, for his Miniſters having ſacrificed the 
Welfare of great and grateful Kingdoms to the Ad- 
vantages of a paultry German Electorate, the Rights 
of Freemen on the Altar of Slaves. During this 
Moment of Intricacy and Diſtreſs, one unforeſeen 
Event, like the Sun, diſſipated the prevailing Dark- 
neſs, relieved George from his Abyſs of Difficulty, 
and offered him a freſh and yet more favourable 
Occaſion of rendering this Nation the moſt flouriſh- 
ing and happy, which Heaven ſeemed originally to 
have intended it ſhould be, by dividing it from the 
Continent. It was the ſudden Death of the Regent 
of France. 
But alas! the ſame baneful Planet of Hanover, 
{till reigned in the N and darted its malig- 
: nant 
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nant Rays with full Power upon the Councils of 


this unhappy Nation. No Favour from Heaven 
could cure the reigning Sin of completing your un- 
doing by adhering to German Meaſures ; the Death 
of the Duke of Orleans, and an Apprehenſion of 
the young French King's dying from an Indiſpoſition 
which he then felt; together with the Dread of a 
civil War breaking out, in Conſequence of ſuch an 
Incident, created a Reſolution in the French, to ſend 
back the Infanta, who muſt be yet many Years 
older before ſhe could conſummate her Nuptials; 
and marry their young Monarch to a Princeſs, im- 
mediately capable of bearing Children; and this 


Deſign was accordingly put in Execution. The 


Infanta was ſent back to Spain, and Madamoiſelle 
Beaujolois, the Regent's Daughter, who had been 
eſpouſed to Don Carlos, was returned on the Part 
of Spain. | | 
As the Deſigns of Providence are utterly un- 
ſearchable, it is impoſſible to decide whether Hea- 
ven had graciouſly offered this favourable Conjunc- 
ture of making England happy, as a freſh Tryal to 
prove whether George's Miniſters, at length touched 
by Gratitude, would purſue the Welfare of two 
Kingdoms, which had been generouſly given by a 
great People; or as a Proof effectually to convince 
you, that no Conſiderations of your Advantages 


could ever influence the Heart of thoſe that directed 


the Councils of that ungrateful Hanoverian, when 


the Intereſts of England came in Competition with 


the Views of ſerving his Electorate. Whatever 
might be the Deſign of Heaven at that Time, cer- 
tain it is that never ſince the firſt Sun bleſt the Sur- 
face of the Earth, hath there riſen fo auſpicious an 


Opportunity of reducing France and eſtabliſhing the 


Felicity of this Nation. | 
IMMEDIATELY upon this Indignity offer'd to the 
Crown of Spain, the Affairs between the Emperor 
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and that Crown, which had been fruitleſsly treated 
at Cambray, were propoſed to the Mediation of 
George. What an unexpected, ample and honour- 
able Opportunity was here offered, of repairing all 
the Miſconduct of the former Part of his Reign! 
Spain and the Emperor united in the ſame Views, 
completed the Poſſeſſion of that great Object of the 
War againſt France, during the Reign of Queen 
Ann; the Neglect of which in the Treaty of Utrecht, 
at that Time remained the conſtant Cauſe of Exe- 
cration in the very Miniſters of George, tho' they 
were then more criminally oppoſing your Union 
with thoſe two Powers. Now it was that the Fleet 
and Troops of England, might have driven France 
from all her Colomes on the Globe, and fixed this 
Nation the Empreſs of Commerce, in permanent 
Superiority, whilſt Spain and the Empire were at- 
tracking it by Land. But alas! Hanoverian Reſent- 
ment againſt the Emperor on Account of the Affairs 
of Mecklemberg, Bremen and Verden, like Milton's 
Sin and Death, who by a Bridge have joined this 
World to Hell, ſtill linked this Land to the Elee- 
toral Dominions, by a broad Way which led to 
your Perdition. 

George refuſed the Mediation which was offered 
him by the above named Potentates, notwithſtand- 
ing which, the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, with- 
out the Intervention of a third Power, concluded 
an Alliance April 30, 1725, and George became 
the more ſtrict Ally of France, by a Treaty con- 
cluded at Hanover the ſame Year. By the Treaty 
of Vienna, Philip was acknowledged King of Spain 
and of the Indies by the Emperor; with Promiſes 
never to oppoſe his Poſſeſſion of the Territories 
granted him by the Treaty of Urrecht : he granted 
alſo the Inveſtiture of 7 uſcany, Parma and Placentia, 
to the Queen of Spain's eldeſt Son, provided theſe 
Dukedoms ſhould have _ natural Heirs: and Phi- 
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lip agreed to guarantee the pragmatic Sanction, that 
is, to preſerve the Dominions of Auſtria to the Em- 


peror's Succeſſors of either Sex; the Auſtrian Sub- 


jects were to enjoy peculiar Advantages in Com- 
merce with Spain, and Spain guarantied the Trade 
of Oftend, to the Eaſt- Indies, and to pay Auftria an 
annual Subſidy of four Millions of Pieces of Eight. 

In this Manner did the Miniſters of George con- 
duct themſelves, to the Ruin of your Trade, and 
preventing the Advantage which might have been 


derived from that Union of Auſtria and Spain, to- 


wards which ſo many Millions had ineffectually 
been ſquandered, during the Reign of Queen Ann. 


Ar this Time however by a Speech from the 


Throne, which is ever to be conceived as the Ex- 
preſſions of the Miniſter, and which George, not 
perfectly underſtanding your Language, might not 


comprehend, this Alliance with France, was de- 


clared to be in Favour of the Proteſtant Intereſt, 

and Ballance of Power, with equal Truth, indeed, 
as in the preceding Reign: it was now become a 
Proteſtant View to ſupport France, which it had be- 
fore been a Proteſtant View to depreſs, and the Bal- 
lance of Power demanded the Weight of England, 
in the Scale of France, againſt Auſtria and Spain, 
which in the Wars of Marlborough, required Eng- 
land, with Vienna and Spain, to equipoiſe the Powers 
of the French Monarchy; ſuch were the palpable 
Contradictions compoſed by Miniſters, and deli- 
vered by the Lips of George, to the Parliament of 


England; and by ſuch fallacious Arguments, ye 


were miniſterially duped to Hanoverian Views, and 
your own Deſtruction. | 


Bes1Des this, terrible Diſcoveries were ſaid alſo ta 


be made concerning the Engagements entered into 


by the Emperor and Philip, at the Concluſion of the 
Treaty at Vienna, againſt the Welfare of this Na- 


tion. 
Tur 
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Tar Emperor in Conjunction with Hain, was to 
attack Minorca and Gibraltar, and reſtore them to 
the Court of Madrid; they were to deſtroy our Eaſt- 
India Trade, by that eſtabliſhed at Ofend; the 

Subjects of the Emperor were to be indulged with 
| ſuch commercial Favours by Spain, that your Trade 
muſt thereby be ruined with that Kingdom: all 
which tho' Reaſons againſt joining France, re- 


nouncing Spain, and giving up that beneficial Al- 


liance, were promulged as Arguments for having 
deſerted Philip, and united with the French. 

Appep to theſe the never-failing Pretender, Po- 
pery and Slavery were to be eſtabliſhed, Fire and 
Faggot, and Smithfield in a Blaze; Don Carlos was 
to eſpouſe the eldeſt Archducheſs, in Conſequence 
of which after the Emperor's Death, he would be 
choſen Emperor; it was aſſured alſo bis Father and 


elder Brother would die, and then he would be 


King of Spain; in like Manner it was affirmed the 
King of France could not live, and then Carlos 


would enjoy that Crown alſo; and thus uniting the 


Empire, France and Spain under one Head, be- 


come univerſal Monarch, and towards the perfect · 


ing all theſe Events the Czarina was to ſubdue eng 
den and Denmark. 
TR Abſurdity of theſe Rumours, 15 almoſt too 


| ridiculous to need an Explanation. By what Means 


could the Emperor aſſiſt Spain, in ſubduing Minorca 
and Gibraltar, who had no Fleet, and thatof Spain 
in no Condition to oppoſe yours? had they contri- 
ved Wings like Dedalus, like his Son alſo had they 
not periſhed in the Waters. 

In like Manner by what Means could the Oftend 
Company have deſtroyed that of Zxgland? The 


Dutch whoſe India Trade would have ſuffered much 


more than yours by that Company, were under no 
ſuch terrible Apprehenſions. | * 
T 
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Ar that Inftant your Union with Spain and the 


Emperor, would have put an End to that Commerce 
which George declined; and uniting with the Views 
of France, to preſerve her in Peace, encouraged 

the Eaſt- India Trade of that Nation which hath been 
ſince, as it was then foreſeen it would be, the Source 
of immenle Wealth, travelling from England into 
France, by ſmuggled Teas and other Indian Commo- 


dities; and much more pernicious than the Offend 


Company in all probability ever could have been. 
Beſides Oſtend is ſo ſituated, that ſcarce a Ship go- 
Ing in, or coming out, can eſcape without being 


ſeen and taken by your Men of War; and there- 


fore no Trade can be ſupported from thence to the 
Indies without your Conſent ; by a Power which did 
not poſſeſs a ſingle Ship of Force to protect it; in 
like Manner what Benefit could the Emperor's Sub- 
jects draw by their Commerce with Spain, without 
your Connivance ; when you could at all Times 
have been Maſters of the Channel and Mediterranean, 
and laſtly, had Don Carlos mamied the Archducheſs, 
would the Prince of Asturias, who is now King of 
Spain, and the preſent King of France, notwith- 
ſtanding the Politeneſs of his Nation, have died on 
purpoſe to compliment him witli their Crowns, and 
make him univerſal Monarch. 


As to the Emperor's bringing in the Pretender, 


by what Way would he have effected it without a 
Fleet, or even joined with the Spaniard ? Could the 
feeble Navy of Spain have ſailed to Auſtrian Ports, 
taken on Board the Emperor's Forces, and landed 
them in England without Oppoſition ? 


Besipes would the Auſtrians fo abſolutely have 


forgotten their Intereſt on a Union with Sparn, 


which might be but temporary, and have renounced 


the vaſt Advantage of having a German EleCtor on 
the Throne of England, which muſt be eternal: by 


whoſe Intereſt the Auſtrians had before been ſup- 
ported 


(31 


ported with Thouſands of Men, and Millions of 
Money ; and place a Family on the Throne, which 
having no Connections with Germany, however 
grateful they might be-to thoſe who placed them 
there, would in one Generation at moſt forget the 
Obligation; and having no Territories pernicious 
to this Realm, nor Object to purſue, but the Wel- 
fare of England, muſt abſolutely renounce all Ger- 
man Alliances. "2 
Ap laſtly, the Court of Ruſſia poſitively proved 
the Falſhood of what has been ſaid, with Reſpect 
to her joining with the Emperor in Favour of the 
Stuarts, by a moſt ſolemn Aſſeveration, that no ſuch 
Deſign had ever been entered into with the Houſe of 
Auſtria. Indeed the Thing ſpeaks its own Impro- 
bability : would Germans ever exclude a Hanoverian 
Elector from this Throne of England, for whoſe 
ſole Intereſts you have been labouring ſo many 
Years, at the Neglect of your own, and thereby 
deprive themſelves of the Advantages of all that 
Money, which obtained in Trade, Commerce and 
Agriculture, by the Labour of your Hands, and Ex- 
ertion of your Genius in thoſe Articles, has for ſixty 
Years continued to travel into that voracious Realm 
of Germany, to your almoſt irremediable Ruin. 
NoTwWITHSTANDING all this appeared ſo extreme- 
ly improbable and ridiculous to the Eyes of all Men 
of common Senſe; a notorious Prelate was then 
employed in a moſt elaborately nonſenſical Pamph- 
let, to prove the Probability of all thoſe Events be- 
ing completed to the Ruin of this Conſtitution ; as 
he had been before to the Deſtruction of all Reli- 
gion; for which iniquitous Service, he was ſoon af- 
ter ſplendidly rewarded; ſo meritofious was the 
Writing in favour of Irreligion and national Ruin 
conſidered in the Reign of George the firſt. Down 
with the haughty Houſe of Auſtria, the Ballance of 
Power is loſt, no Popery, no Slavery, no —— 
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the Proteſtant Cauſe for ever, and the Bleſſings of 


the Hanover Succeſſion were trumpeted from the 
Pulpits of the Sectaries, at that very Moment when 
England was undoing by Hanoverian Influence over 
the Miniſters of this Nation ; and all this Clamour 
was excited in Favour of an Alliance with. France, 
againſt which in Favour of Germany the like Clamour 
had been formerly cheriſhed with equal Induſtry, 
and propagated by the ſame inſidious Throats. To 
ſuch Power of Face the Miniſter and his Banditti 
were then arrived. | | 
HoweveR, to avert the malignant Deſigns of 
this approaching Danger which was purpoſely ex- 
preſſed to be fo threatening, George was granted, by 
the Parliament, all that he re nib and upon a 
Meſſage, that more Money would be wanted to ful- 
fil his Engagements and Deſigns, a Promiſe of ſup- 
plying his future Expences was returned. | 
Howeves, as none but the moſt glaring Igno- 
rance, could be dup'd by ſuch conſpicuous Abſur- 


dities, nor the moſt abandoned, give them Counte- 


nance, it was whiſper'd to the choſen Miniſterial 


Profligates and their Followers; that tho' Vienna 


could not aſſiſt Spain to taxe Minorca and Gibraltar, 
Spain might aſſiſt the Emperor with Money to con- 
quer the Electoral Dominions; and that the Fear of 
ſuch a Proceeding had been the true Cauſe of con- 
cluding the Alliance at Hanover with France and 


Pruſſia; than which a more execrable Treaty hath 


never been ratified ſince the Almighty pronounced 
let there be Light: For by this Means, France, your 
moſt formidable Rival was ſupported, which might 
have been abſolutely undone; your Trade ſacrificed 
with Spain your moſt natural Ally, which it was 
your Duty to cheriſh ; and England and yourſelves 


duped to the contemptible Views of the Elector of 


Hanover by George's Miniſter. 
GroRGE having completed the Treaty of Hanover, 


in 
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In a returning from his Electoral Dominions was near 
being ſhipwrecked: The very Element which ſur- 
rounds this Iſland, reſenting the Sacrifice his Miniſter 
had made of this Queen of Oceans, to a barren Elec- 
torate, determined to take Vengeance of the Vio- 
lence which had been committed: Such ſeemed to 
be the Inclination of Things inanimate. on your Ac- 
count, whilſt you remain'd unmoved and unreſent- 
ing it; yet alas! had he been buried in the Waves, 
what Happineſs could have accrued from it to this 
afflicted Nation. 

In Conſequence of this Hanoverian Treaty, which 
on the Face of it appeared to be defenſive only, the 
Nation was aſtoniſhed to ſee three formidable Fleets 
equip'd, one of which was ſent to the Baltic, under 
the Command of Sir Charles Mager, in aid of Elec- 
toral Meaſures; a Second on the Shores of Hain, to 
intimidate that Nation, . and prevent its ſending 
Money to the Emperor, to put his Armies in Mo- 
tion to attack the Electoral State; a Third to the 
WYeſt-Tndies. under Hoſier, to prevent Spain alſo from 
_ complying with the Terms of her Alliance, by hin- 
dering the Plate Fleet to return with their Treaſure, 
this laſt of all Actions the moſt nefarious and in- 
human. ; 

Tuksk three Fleets, like the late Expedition, re- 
turned without attempting to effect any Thing, and 
probably occaſioned by Cauſes ſimilar to the preſent. 
To ſuch prepoſterous Meaſures you were driven 
by the Influence of Hanoverian Councils over Eng- 
 hiſh Conduct; your fellow Subjects periſhed by Dit- 
eaſe, your Ships by Rottenneſs, your Honour by 
Perfidy, and your Nation by Loſs of Trade and im- 
menſe Expence, only to revenge the Elector of 
Hanover, on the Emperor of Germany, who would 
not violate the Right of the Duke of Holſtein, to 
Bremen and Verden, by an Inveſtiture in Favour o? 


George s Territories, which your Money had * 
| or 
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for him; nor condemn the State of Mecklemberg to 
pay what he demanded, and which the Emperor in 


his Conſcience was n was four Times as 


much as was juſtly due to the Elector ; and which 


was afterwards ſettled in that Manner. Inſtead of 
Millions demanded, Seven Hundred Eighty-nine 


Thouſand Eight Hundred F ifty-ſix Rix Dollars 

were accepted, being in Engliſ Money not quite 

One Hundred and Forty-five Thouſand Pounds. 
NorwirHSTAN DING the Treaty of Hanover, con- 


cluded between Pruffia, this Kingdom and France, 5 


the Emperor of Germany, ſoon found Means to 
work upon the King of Pruſſia, and withdraw him 
from that Alliance, in hopes of ſharing in the Con- 
queſt of Hanover, the Conſequence of true German 
Integrity, which no Ties of Blood nor Affinity can 
bind : This imparting freſh Dread to the Soul of 
George, a Treaty was "purchaſed with your Money, 
to oppoſe their Deſigns, by an Annual Subſidy to 
Sweden of Fifty Thouſand Pounds, and by another 
with Denmark with the Money of France, whoſe In- 
tereſt it was for the Regent to keep all quiet at that 
Time in the North, and indulge George's Miniſter 
in exhauſting England by Subſidies, and preſerve 
his Maſter entirely his Ally, ſhould the Emperor 
and Spain attack the Gatican Dominions: beſides 
this another Purchaſe of his fellow Creatures in Sup- 
port of Hanover was made with your Money, by 


his Miniſter at Heſſe-Caſſal, the common Market 


for ſupplying the Slaughter-Houſes of human Na- 
ture; thus again your Intereft was neglected, and 
your Money ſquandered on the former unequal and 
ignominious Occaſions. Soon after this the Siege 
of Gibraltar was begun, under the Command of 
Conde de las Torres, an Undertaking fo ridiculous 
and hopeleſs, that it never could have been thought 
of but for ſome ſecret Motives which induced the 
Spaniard to the Attempt. George's Miniſter. who 

| before 
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before by the Treaty of Madrid, and by the Letter 
of his Maſter, had promiſed to deliver up Gibraltar 
to the Spaniard, was intimidated from complying 
with it, through Fear of what might be the Event 
of ſuch a Proceeding in England. | 
This Want of Compliance it was which operated 
in the Spaniards, chiefly to continue the Depreda- 
tions of their Guarda Coſtas : that Miniſter at this 
Time however deſiring above all Things to detach 
the Spaniſh Court, from that of Vienna, leſt the 
Money of Madrid might enable the Emperor and 
Prufſia, to conquer Hanover; without which he 
knew they could not well accompliſh it, is juſtly 
ſuppoſed to have deſigned to acquieſce in doing 
ſecretly, what he trembled to perform in open Day; 
and to have taken this Opportunity of a Haniſh Siege, 
to let Gibraltar fall into their Hands, and gratify 
Spain; the intended Purchaſe of a Separation be- 
tween the Emperor and the Spaniſb Prince. This 
however was to be conducted as if the Place had 
been taken by Siege, that England might not be 
openly offended at ſo great a Sacrifice of her In- 
tereſts, to thoſe of Hanover. | | 
Ar this Time the Earl of Portmore, Governor 
of that Fortreſs, and then in England, in whom old 
Age had not effaced, nor Corruption alienated the 
Love of his Country, ſuſpecting that to be the De- 
ſign, determined to take Charge of that important 
Fortreſs. Accordingly he demanded all Things ne- 
ceſſary for its Defence, which the Miniſter, though 
the moſt profligate of all, who had till then ſuper- 
intended the national Affairs, was afraid to refuſe, 
and probably believing that it muſt have been 
given up before his Arrival. £ 
HoweEveR at the landing of that Nobleman at 
Gibraltar, though that Fortreſs was found unpro- 
vided in all military Requiſites, and almoſt ready 
| KS | to 
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to ſurrender on that Account, this his Patriot De- 


ſign effectually prevented. An Action of more 
Conſequence to this Nation than all the Victories 
of Marlborough, and of more true Deſert : To which 


no Motive animated him but the Love of his Coun- 


try. Thus Gibraltar was ſaved, and George's Minil- 
ter diſappointed in his Views of ſacrificing this 
Nation to Hanoverian Welfare; and an illuſtrious 
Proof afforded that one Nobleman yet remained, 
who prefer d the Good of his Country to all other 
Conſiderations. During theſe Tranſactions, an 
Engliſh Fleet had been ſent into the Baltic, to join 
with that of Denmark, to oppoſe the Ruſſian, and 
defend the German Territories in Caſe of an Attack 
by the German Powers. 

Ar this Time the Czarina dying, George was 
freed from his Fears from that Quarter: and the 
Emperor not receiving the Spaniſb Money, and be- 
ing deprived of the Ryfian Aſſiſtance, grew inclined 
to a Reconciliation with George, for Reaſons which 


will be ſeen in the Sequel; an Accommodation of 


the Differences of Auſtria and Spain with England, 
was undertaken by the Court of Verſailles, which 


was concluded with the Emperor; but ſome Diffi- 


culties ariſing between Spain and this Court, Hoſti- 

lities were recommenced on the Part of Spain. 
GEORGE at this Time intended to viſit his dar- 

ling Territories, was ſuddenly ſeized with a paraly- 


tick Stroke on his Journey, and left this World in 


reat Agonies ; at that Heart-ſearching Moment: 
hoſe Actions, tho' they were generally allowed to 
be animated by Motives of Virtue, ſuch was the In- 
fluence of his Engliſb and German Miniſtry, and 


ſuch the Misfortune attending the Aſcendancy they 


had gained over his Affairs, which it was impoſſible 
for him to ſee through or reſiſt, that the following 
Portrait of thoſc Times ſeems but too juſt. 


As 
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As Liberality was not the Virtue, nor Learning 
the Favourite of that Court, Arts, Sciences, and Li- 
terature languiſhed under that Reign; the Wiſdom 
of which conſiſted in purchaſing your Repreſenta- 
tives to your undoing, and German Princes to the 
Support of H „ Territories; both which the 
Miniſtry accompliſhed by Money levied on your- 
ſelves ; the Politicks of it in their Breach of Pub- 
lick Faith, and ſelecting the moſt profligate Aſſoci- 
ates for effectuating the moſt nefarious Purpoſes. 
Or England's Revenues which could not be 
amaſſed, they were laviſh in Extreme to ſuſtain Ger- 
man Intereſts, of the Hanoverian, of which the 
Elector was abſolute Maſter, they were equally 
parſimonious, though neceſſary for the Preſervation 
and Advantage of his Subjects. Thus while your 
Miniſters were ruining this Nation by a Profuſion of 
Supplies ſquandered i in G n Meaſures, the Ha- 
noverians were oppreſſed by a criminal Parſimony, 
ſcarcely poſſeſſing, without the electoral Coffers, Mo- 

ney ſuſficient for the common Neceſſaries of Life; 
and each Action, the Extravagance and Avarice, 
manifeſted an utter Inſenſibility to the Miſeries of 
human Kind ; Proofs inconteſtable that this rapaci- 
ous Appetite after Engliſh Treaſure, ſprung not from 
the palliating Motive of rendering the Hanoverians 
more free and happy, but from the miniſterial Thirſt, 
which, like that of German Princes after encreaſing 
Dominions, and the Number of {laviſh Subjects, 
was for ever craving and inſatiate. | 
Tux Truth of the prevailing Veneration for the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, the Acts which were paſſed 
during that Reign, irrefragably contradict ; that 
N was engendered, ſoſtered and ſuſtained, by 
the fallacious Tongues of inſidious Placemen, Pen- 
Honers and Sectaries, who joyfully beholding them- 
ſelves cheriſhed, the eſtabliſhed Worſhip in Difgrace, 


and 
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and their Country running precipitately down to 


Ruin, to conceal the miniſterial Deſigns from your 
Enquiry, and promote their own Intereſts, aſcribed 
to thoſe in Power every Virtue which God had de- 
nied them, and which were almoſt as many as can 
exiſt. 

In the Speeches from the Throne, the Diminu- 
tion of the Publick Debt was greatly recommended, 
in Meſſages to the Houſe, German Nature prevailed, 
and Money was aſked to ſupport the Views of the 
Electorate, miniſterially diſguiſed, under the Terms 

of promoting your Welfare, ſo that the national 

Mortgage, which was Fifty Millions at the Begin- 
ning of that Reign, and which, by a righteous Ad- 
miniſtration, might have been reduced to Twelve, 


during its Continuance in almoſt univerſal Peace, 


was encreaſed at the Concluſion of it, by foreign 
Subſidies and German Purchaſes. 
As in Public Tranſactions you were by your Mi- 
niſters baſely bartered for the Encreaſe and Support 
of Electoral States, ſo in your private Concerns 
vou were profligately truck'd away, as the genuine 
22 of German Proſtitutes and Panders. 

In Youth Libertiniſm, in Age Avaritiouſneſs, to 
be Tyrants over Wives, imperious to Succeſſors, 


and cajol'd by Concubines, characterized many 


great Perſonages of that Reign. | 
Anx1EeTyY in Exceſs poſſeſſed the miniſterial Band, 
when Evil ſeemed but to threaten Hanover, unfeel- 


ing in the ſame Degree when Calamities actually 


befel this Kingdom; you were pillaged without 


Remorſe, and probably the affected Admiration of f 


private Life in particular Perſons of high Rank, 
prevailed through Avarice and the conſcious Inſuf- 


ficiency of Qualities which are requiſite to ſupport 


true Dignity. 


Like 
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Like the Foxes in Lapland, which change Co- 


Men changed/Religions to adapt themſelves to ob- 
tain Power, Honour and Advantage. As Luthe- 
rans they profeſſed to believe Conſubftantiation on 
the Continent ; as of the Church of England to re- 
nounce it in London; Preſbyterians whoſe Principles 
diſavow all Heads of Churches, by the Oaths of 
Allegiance, ſwore the King poſſeſſed that Title and 
Authority; and whilſt their Lips were preſſing the 
Sacrament of your God, in Conformity to the eſta- 
bliſhed Worſhip and the Conſtitution, their Hearts 


lour to ee Rel themſelves to the Seaſons, 


rebelled againſt both, and their Actions immediately 


gave the Lie to that holy Teft of Truth; which 
Behaviour created in many Minds a rational Opi- 
nion, that they would have renounced all Proteſ- 
tantiſm, and ſubſcribed to Tranſubſtantiation, to have 


obtained greater Advantage, and enjoyed more ex- 


tenſive Power; and this Sentiment was ſtrongly 
ſupported by the Manner in which they trifled with 


Conſcience, and vindicated thoſe Miniſters who 


preſeryed no public Faith, where the Electoral In- 


tereſts came in Competition with the Honour and 
Advantage of your Country. 2 


— 


Tux ſingular and prevailing Sentiments in which 
it was inviolably perſevered, during that Period, 
were, that few German Electors were the Fathers of 
their Wive's Children, which made them careleſs 
who were Heirs of their Dominions. That all So- 
vereigns ought to be deſpotic, as the Effect of 
which, it was Pain to behold the liberal Counte- 
nance of a free People, which conſtantly reminds 


Men they are not abſolute, and for which Reaſon 


it was frequently the Cuſtom to indulge the Luſt of 
Deſpotiſm in the Company of Slaves. And laſtly, 
that Engliſbmen ought to labour for Wealth to wan- 
ton away on German Purpoſes; in Conſequence of 

I which, 


(80) 
which, your Miniſter had no Mercy on your Liber- 
ties and Properties. So conſummately Hanoverian 
was the Temper of the Times, it does not appear 
'the auguſt Donation of theſe Realms, created one 
' Moment's Gratitude in the Hearts of your King's 
Miniftry. 37 5 | Fo =; 
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